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THE ISRAYLAGCADEMY QF SCIENCES: AND HUMANITIES
DYYTIN? MY KW T nYEIRYA MRTpRT

Menahem [, Yaari ' 9 June 2009
President '

Professor Ichiro Kanazawa
President

Science Couneil of Inpan
1-22-34 Roppongi
Minato-ku

“Tokyo 106-8555

JAPAN

Dear President Kanazawa,

In the academic year 2009/10, the lsracl Academy of Sciences and Humanities will be
celebrating the 50 anniversary of its establishment. In marking this important
milestone, several scholarly events of international scope are being planned, 1o iake
place ar the Academy’s home in Jerusalem. These will include high-level scientific
conferences, workshops for young scholars and scientists. and collaborative projects
with sister Academies. The apex of the celebrations will oceur in the week 14-20
March, 2010, (The 14" of March. it will be remembered, is Albert Einstein’s
birthday.} In that week, we intend to host a Conference of Presidents of Academies
and Scholarly Societies, where “Science and Accouutability* would he the central
theme o be explored.

Which brings me 10 the reason for writing today. Ii gives me great pleasure (o invite
you herewith to be among our Acudemy’s distingtiished guests al the above--
mentioned conference and its accompanying events: Specifically, we very much hope
‘{hal you will be able to join Us at the following cvents:

*  March 14 (evening)Albert Binstein Memorial Tecture, (o be given by
Professor Claude Cohen Tannudjiy

» March 15 (daytime):. An archaeological tour of Jerusalem, to he guided by a
team headed by a member of the Isracl Academys;

»  March 15 (cvening): FFedtive receprion and celebration, including concerl by
the Israel Camerata, with children of-Academy members as soloists;

*  March 16 (daytime): The conference itself - lectures and- presentations by
Academy presidents{siggested imifying rationale enclosed separately);.

¢ March I7(moming}: Conference conclusion, '

Albert Einstein Sq;,. OB 4040,;-!_urt.ls:dr:|n 91040 Phone; { 473 2'1 S676204 Faxi§971 23 5676218
Email: mey@academyAc i« Website: wwsacademy.ac.il



Rather than attempt te assign specific presentation topics, we ask all our invited
scholars toselect their 6w topics, under the already metitioned (rather broady general
theme, namely “Science-and Accountability”,

Needless to say, our:Academy will cover all of the costs incurred by our guests in
connection with attending the Presidents” Conference, including travel and
accommodations. We shall cover busitiess class airfare, although we are always very
grateful when our guesis are able to use airline mileage 10 obtain upgrades.

It weuld truly be lovely if you could. artange to be with us and to sharein our Jubilee
celebrations. Welcoming you here, at our Academy, would be a great privilege and

pleasure for me.
‘Ywi Eood wishes,

Menahem E. Yaari
President




Science and Accountability
{General Theme for the Academy Presidents’ Conference)

Jernsalemn, § Juné 2009

Should science, and scientists, be held to aceount? And if so, what are the principles
and/or institutions to which scholars and scientists, qua scholars and scieitists, dre
accouniable? The Israel Acadeimy of Sciences and Humanities is. perhaps egpectally
altuned to these questions, given the unique geo-political circumstances in which
Israeli science finds itself. There:have even been calls for castigating Isracli seicnce
forits-alleged failure (o abide by the onlockers” perceived norms of accountability,

The task of identifying norms of accountabitity, if any, that pertain to science ax a
speeific human endeavor and 1o the scientists engaging in it is extremely demanding
and rarely undertaken in any detail. Such norms would inevitably be both “intra-
scientific™ (inherent in the scientific enterprisc itself) and “exira-scientific
{periaining to the inteitelationships between the scientific énterprise and the
environment in whigh it is undertaken). We propose that this exploration be
undertaker, to the extent possible in the framework of a brief gathering, at the
Acadeniy Presidents” Confcrence to be held i Jerusalem in conjunction with the
Isriiel Academy's 56% anniversary celebrations,

It is proposed that cach guest-of the Academy Presidents’ Conference should select an
aspect of the accouniability-iri-seiefice theme that lie/she-would want to bring up, and

broach this aspect in a 20-minuie presentation o the assembled colleagues. Hopefully
these brief presentations would set the stage for a lively general discussion.
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