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Invitation for InterAcademy Panel (IAP) Member Academies to Participate in a Workshop
on Founding National Young Scientist Academies and the Global Young Scientists Academy (GYSA)
14-16 February 2010, Berlin, Germany
6 November 2009
Dear IAP Members,

For the past two years, the InterAcademy Panel on International Issues (IAP) has convened a group of
young scientists from more than 50 countries at the World Economic Forum (WEF) Summer Davos
meeting in China to discuss science and its role in the future development of society. As an outcome of
these meetings, the young scientists have initiated creation of a Global Young Scientists Academy
(GYSA) with support from the 1AP.

This new international organization will provide scientists under the age of 45, from all over the world,
with an opportunity to enhance the quality of scientific research across the globe and to strengthen the
voice of early-career scientists on international issues. The GYSA will also recognize scientific excellence
and help raise the profile of science among young people. In addition, the GYSA will be especially useful
for scientists from countries without a young national academy of sciences; as an example of this
importance, the academy will provide mentorship to scientists during the early stages of their careers.

In summary, the over-arching aims of the GYSA include:

» to advance interdisciplinary research;

* to encourage the exchange of information and ideas between science and society (including with policy
makers, businesses, students, the general public, and others);

* to advise on general or science policy, especially as related to the interests of young or early career
scientists;

* to support collaboration and scientific exchange, especially between young scientists from developing
and developed countries.

» to catalyze the formation of national young scientist academies;

* to support and coordinate activities amongst national young scientist academies.

INVITATION

IAP is honoured to invite representatives of your academy of sciences and young scientists from your
country to apply to attend a “Workshop on Founding National Young Scientist Academies and the Global
Young Scientists Academy (GYSA)’ will be held in Berlin, Germany, on 14-16 February 2010.

WORKSHOP INFORMATION

The workshop will gather together members from national academies of science, distinguished young
scientists, members of the WEF young scientists community and mentors from IAP. We encourage the
following groups to participate in the workshop:

1. Young scientists - excellent young scientists from all fields, including both natural and social sciences,
with a strong interest in establishing a national young academy in their home country, the GY SA or both.
Young scientists are defined as being in the earliest stages of their independent careers, generally within
10-years after receiving a PhD and under 45-years old. Additional criteria include an outstanding track
record of scientific productivity and a demonstrated commitment to the service and promotion of
international science, and of representing young scientists. Travel support is potentially available.

2. Members of national academies - established scientists who are interested in establishing a national
young academy in their home country. Limited local travel support might be available in exceptional
cases.



The workshop will focus on establishing the new international organization, the GYSA, and sharing best
practices in establishing and running a Young Scientists Academy.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Interested applicants should visit the following website for information on how to apply for this
workshop:

www.diejungeakademie.de/gysa

Please note that applications must be received by 1 December 2009.

To ensure your application receives the best possible consideration, please follow the instructions
carefully. Any questions and completed applications should be emailed to the following website with
“GYSA” included in the subject line: office@diejungeakademie.de

We would be very grateful for your assistance in disseminating this information to the widest possible
audience. Thank you very much in advance.

With regards,

Signed for the AP by Howard Alper, IAP Co Chair

Workshop Organizing Committee Co-Chairs:

w Gtoin. B2

Gregory A. Weiss Tilman Briick
University of California, Irvine German Institute for Economic Research
USA Chair of the Board, German Young Academy

c.c. Professor Mohamed H.A. Hassan
Executive Director, TWAS and IAP
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Establishing a Global Young Scientists Academy: Creating a World-wide Organization to
Improve Scientific Research and the Experience of Young Scientists in the 21* Century

The World Economic Forum together with the InterAcademy Panel on International Issues (IAP)
convened two groups of young scientists to discuss science and its role in society.1 From these meetings,
young scientists from many different countries and continents, envision establishing a Global Young
Academy of Sciences (GYSA) as both a contributor to solutions facing science and society, but also as
an opportunity to enhance the quality of scientific research across the globe. In particular, the GYSA
would provide a voice to Young Scientists in international issues at the interface of science and society.

In today’s world, science must address global issues and increasingly complex problems. Such
challenges often benefit from investigators with different backgrounds and expertise areas.
Furthermore, the solutions frequently require coordination of policies and solutions from different policy
sectors across disparate countries and regions. Bringing together international scientists creates new
opportunities for more effective solutions. In addition, the exchange of ideas across disciplines,
cultures, and nationalities could expand opportunities for scientists around the globe, increasing
scientific capacity and improving the state of the world.

Thus, we believe establishing a GYSA could benefit both individual scientists and global science. For
example, the creation of the academy of young scientists could provide recognition of scientific
excellence and raise the profile of science and young scientists. The latter is especially of importance in
countries where science currently receives low support. In addition, the GYSA would be especially
important for scientists from countries not having a national academy of sciences specifically for young
scientists. Additionally, members could play a crucial role as inspirational figures for a new generation
of scientists, and raise the profile of science education. The academy could also foster scientific talent by
providing mentorship to scientists during their critical early career stage.

In summary, the over-arching aims of the GYSA include the following.

* to advance interdisciplinary research

* to encourage the exchange of information and ideas between science and society (including with
policy makers, businesses, students, the general public, and others)

* to advise on general or science policy, especially as related to the interests of young or early
career scientists

* to support collaboration and scientific exchange, especially between young scientists from
developing and developed countries

* to catalyze formation of national young scientist academies

* to support and coordinate activities amongst national young scientist academies

Plan of Action
To establish the Global Young Academy of Sciences we plan the following actions.

First, we will prepare a letter to communicate the plan, and seek the support of young scientists both

1. World Economic Forum meetings in Tainjin, China (September, 2008) and Dalian, China
(September, 2009).



within the inaugural GYSA membership and more broadly. Then, all members of the inaugural GYSA
will talk informally with members of the national academy in their home country.

Second, we propose to organize a workshop to set up and run the Global Young Academy of Sciences.
In this workshop, members from National Academies of Sciences, distinguished Young Scientists from
different countries (including the IAP-WEF Young Scientist Community) and mentors from IAP will
share their best practices in establishing and running a Young Scientist Academy. Since these practices
will be applicable both at national and global levels, this workshop could also help scientists seeking to
establish national young scientist academies.

Third, we intend to establish a virtual community in the form of a website, or other useful virtual
platforms, that will include the profiles of the distinguished young scientists, the declaration, and
documentation of activities to promote knowledge sharing and networking opportunities.

Fourth, we propose to address the global scientific community through a letter to Science magazine with
the outcome of the young scientist meeting at [AP-WEF in Dalian in September, 2009 to communicate
the need for a global community of young scientists.

If we are successful in founding a vibrant and effective academy, we expect the GYSA to coordinate the
following activities.

* Meetings on topics of international and/or multi-disciplinary importance (some in conjunction

with WEF meetings or other international events)

* Communications through a website and newsletter

* Forum for issues involving global science and young scientists

* Constitution

* Position within IAP structure

* Inter-regional travel awards

* Academic networking and facilitation of international scientific exchange

Such activities will lead to the following outcomes.
* Development of white papers especially for issues concerning young scientists (e.g., academic
reform or tenure)
* Collaboration with similar science organizations from around the globe
* Connecting people and informing leaders at the science-business and science-policy interfaces

GYSA will aim for self-sustained through income generation from grants, sponsorship and other
activities. The initial members include the TAP-WEF Young Scientist Community. For subsequent
members, rigorous selection criteria will be applied. These will be based on contributions to the
generation of new knowledge with independence from political control. Additionally, a demonstrated
commitment to service, both to society and the community of young scientists, will be a key criterion
for selection. Since the goal is to impact and enfranchise scientists at the earliest stages of their
independent scientific careers, we preliminarily define young scientists as within 10-years of PhD award
and less than 45-years old, though accommodation for local conditions on a per country basis may be
required.



In summary, the proposed GYSA will benefit and impact science and society broadly. The participants
will gain from the experience, and the wider community of young scientists will also benefit from having
a representative and authoritative forum to address critical issues. Additionally, through improved links
between scientists from developed and developing countries, scientific capacity will be enhanced, as the
academy nurtures future scientific leaders. Perhaps most importantly, scientific contacts across

disciplines and regions could drive innovative solutions to the pressing challenges addressed by 21%
century science.
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