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ICSU Consultation Forum on Natural and Human induced Environmental
Hazards and Disasters

ICSU Consultation Forum on Natural and Human
induced Environmental Hazards and Disasters



ICSU

International Council for Science

25 September 2007

To: International Scientific Unions: Presidents and Secretaries General
National Scientific Members: Presidents and Contact persons
Interdisciplinary Bodies: Chairs and Contact persons

You will recall that on 23 March 2007 we sent you for comment and consultation the
draft report of the ICSU Planning Group on Natural and Human-induced Environmental
Hazards and Disasters. The Group had been established by the ICSU Committee on
Scientific Planning and Review (CSPR) to plan and make proposals on a possible major
new, interdisciplinary initiative to be launched by ICSU, in partnership with other like-
minded international organizations. In setting the Planning Group its task, the CSPR was
aware of the many existing and planned programmes in the area of natural hazards and
risk management, and was particularly keen to ensure that the new initiative would not
overlap or duplicate with existing programmes, but rather build upon, and complement
them. In this respect, ICSU sets great store by wide consultation. In recognition of the
complexity of the task of defining a new interdisciplinary programme in the area of
natural hazards, and of the need for this wide consultation, and also in recognition of the
rather short timetable that was allowed earlier this year, the Planning Group has decided
to extend and broaden the consultation. This will include a one-day Consultation Forum
to be hosted by ICSU in Paris (the exact venue yet to be announced — you will be
informed separately) on 29 October 2007, at which representatives of all those
organizations with a direct interest in natural hazards will be invited to send
representatives. We very much hope that this event — in the presence of all members of
the ICSU Planning Group — will allow a full and open exchange of views and ideas, to the
benefit of the programme being planned. We equally hope that you will consider it
important for your organization to be represented on 29 October. To enable the
representatives to be ready to take part in the discussions, we are enclosing a copy of the
latest version of the Planning Group’s Report. We regret that ICSU will not be able to
provide support for travel or accommodation.

If it happens that your organization cannot participate, we would nevertheless appreciate
receiving comments or suggestions in writing, possibly tracked on an electronic copy of
the document; all such comments would be brought to the meeting’s attention.

5, rue Auguste Vacquerie, 75016 Paris, France
Tel: +33 (0) 145250329 Fax: +33 (0) 14288 94 31 E-mail: secretariat@icsu.org www.icsu.org

Secretariat: Prof. Thomas Rosswall, Executive Director

Officers: Prof. Goverdhan Mehta (India), President « Prof. Catherine Bréchignac (France), President-Elect « Prof. Jane Lubchenco (USA), Past President
Dr. Khotso Mokhele (South Africa)), Vice-President for Scientific Planning and Review ¢ Prof. Hernan Chaimovich (Brazil), Vice-President for External Relations
Prof. Ana Maria Cetto (Mexico), Secretary General * Prof. Roger Elliott (UK), Treasurer



Based on the consultation, the Planning Group will prepare a final draft of the Report,
which will be submitted to the CSPR in April and the Executive Board in May 2008. The
final Report will be presented for approval to the 29" General Assembly in October 2008.
Meanwhile, a Planning Office to support the process over the coming year has been
established in Canada.

We look forward to having a response from you as to whether your organization will be
represented at the Consultation Forum, and stand ready to provide you with any
complementary information. Please address your reply, or any request for clarification, to
Ms Maureen Brennan at maureen(@icsu.org.

Yours sincerely,

Thomas Rosswall
Executive Director

Attached: Report of the Planning Group
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CALL FOR PARTICIPATION
CONSULTATION ON THE SCIENCE PLANS OF THE
ICSU REGIONAL OFFICE FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (ROAP)

21 - 22 NOVEMBER 2007
CENTRAL DUANGTAWAN HOTEL, CHIANG MAI, THAILAND

INTRODUCTION

The ICSU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP) was inaugurated in September
2006. One of its key challenges is to produce a development plan that will define the
scope of its work in the short (3 years) and medium-term (6 years). Such a plan must meet
the ideals outlined in the ICSU Strategic Plan 2006 - 2011 while fulfilling the priorities and
needs of the Asia Pacific region.

The Regional Committee for Asia and the Pacific identified three priority areas of work for
ROAP. These are in:

1.Natural and human-induced environmental hazards and disasters;
2.Ecosystem approach in water and food systems; and
3.Sustainable energy.

Natural and human-induced environmental hazards and disasters (hazards and disasters
for short) have had devastating impacts around the globe in recent times but nowhere is
the loss of lives and property more widespread and intense than in Asia and the Pacific.
The ultimate aim of the ICSU ROAP programme on hazards and disasters is to generate
new knowledge and understanding that would ultimately result in lowering the loss of
lives and property from hazards and disasters. There is a very strong need to reduce the
risk of occurrence of disasters in Asia and the Pacific, and to prevent hazards from
becoming disasters. This is the primary reason for the selection of hazards and disasters as
a priority for ROAP.

In selecting the ecosystem approach in water and food systems as a priority area of work
for ICSU ROAP, the Regional Committee has given weight towards changing the mind-
set in the approaches used to secure sustainable natural resource and food systems
management. Ecosystem goods and services are the basis of all life on earth and are
indeed the very basis of all economic development throughout the globe. A modest
beginning has been made tfowards promoting the ecosystem approach through the 5-
year Millennium Ecosystem Assessment project that ended in 2004, However, little has
been achieved in mainstreaming the approach as the basis of decision- and policy-
making for sustainable development, although there are sound ecological and economic
bases for doing so. It is envisaged that ICSU ROAP will play a major role in promoting
better understanding and adoption of the approach through this priority area of work.



The third priority area in which a science plan need to be prepared, that of sustainable
energy, is also one of the priorities identified in the ICSU Strategic Plan. ICSU has established
and International Planning Group on Renewable Energy (ISPRE) that has begun to define
the priorities for ICSU in this field. Asia and the Pacific house half the world’s population
and is the host region for two of the most heavily populated nations of the world. It also
has highly developed industrial nations that are primary consumers of all forms of energy.
Furthermore energy consumption is often linked to many aspects of global warming and
climate change. In order to confribute to development that is sustainable, the Asia-Pacific
region must implement strong sustainable energy policies. Through work in this priority
areq, ICSU ROAP aims to make a significant impact to the region’s knowledge and
understanding on sustainable energy in Asia and the Pacific.

PROGRAMME
The consultation will be undertaken over a two-day period.

Two Science Plans - one on hazards and disasters and the other on ecosystem approach
that will be prepared and circulated to all participants will be presented in the context of
developments at the global level. Participants will then have the opportunity to provide
detailed feed-back on each of the plans in break-out group workshop sessions. The findings
of these workshops will be incorporated into the final science plans.

At the same time an initial dialogue on sustainable energy, for which a plan has yet to be
developed, will be held to determine the exact scope of work on sustainable energy
that ROAP can spearhead. There are many inifiatives on sustainable energy and the
dialogue is aimed at narrowing the scope of work to be undertaken by ICSU ROAP to a
scale that does not duplicate the inifiatives of others and will result in the largest impact
on the knowledge and understanding of the needs of Asia and the Pacific with regard to
the implementation of sustainable energy strategies for sustainable development.,



ICSU (ROAP) REGIONAL CONSULTATION,
CHIANG MAI, NOVEMBER 2007

Day 1: 21 November 2007

0900 - 1030

10:30 - 1050
10:50 - 12:30

12:30 - 13:30
13:30 - 15:10

15:10 - 15:30
15:30-17:30

Opening Ceremony

e KeynOTE ADDRESS
Professor Ahnond Bunyaratvej Secretary General NRCT: The National Research
Council of Thailand programme in promoting science at the national, regional
and global level.

e SciencE LECTURE
Professor Anupam Varma and Prof Thomas Rosswall: Science in a rapidly
changing world - ICSU in the Asia Pacific Region

e Launch of the Regional Meeting
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Thirapat Serirangsan, Minister, Prime Minister’s Office, Thailand

Break
Session 1 Plenary Session

Regional Consultation Science Plan in Priority Areas for Asia and the Pacific:
Hazards and Disasters

e The ICSU Plan of Action on Natural and Human Induced Environmental Hazards
and Disasters
Professor Gordon McBean
Chair, International Planning Group on Hazards and Disasters ICSU

e Strategies Towards Addressing the Salient Needs for Hazards and Disaster
Management in Asia and the Pacific — The Science Plan on Hazards and
Disasters for Asia and the Pacific
Professor Harsh Gupta
Chair, Strategic Planning Group on Hazards and Disasters ICSU Regional Office
for Asia and the Pacific

» Discussion
Lunch
Session 2 Plenary Session

Regional Consultation Science Plan in Priority Areas for Asia and the Pacific:
Ecosystem Approach

e Follow-up Plans for the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
Professor Hal Moony
Chair ICSU-UNESCO-UNU MA Follow-up Committee

e The Science Plan for the Ecosystem Approach in Asia and the Pacific
Professor Muhamad Awang
Chair, Strategic Planning Group on the Ecosystem Approach, ICSU Regional
Office for Asia and the Pacific)

« Discussion
Tea Break

Session 3 Plenary Session
Symposium - Priority Science Issues in the Field of Energy in Asia and the Pacific

1. The IAC Study on Sustainable Energy Systems — Relevance to Asia and the
Pacific
Professor Dilip Ahuja
ISRO Professor of Science and Technology Policy Studies, National Institute
of Advanced Studies India



2. The Main Findings of the ICSU International Science Panel on Renewable
Energy

Professor. HS Mukunda
Indian Institute of Science

3. Dialogue and discussion

Day 2: 22 November 2007

09:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 10:50
10:50 - 12:30

12:30 - 14:00
14:00 - 15:40

15:40 - 16:00
16:00 - 17:00

17:00

Session 4A
Break-out Group Discussion: Hazards and Disasters

Session 4B
Break-out Group Discussion: Ecosystem Approach

Tea Break

Session 4A continued
Session 4B continued

Lunch

Session 5 Plenary Session
Break-out Group Presentations and Discussion

e Hazards and Disasters
e Ecosystem Approach
e General and Overall Discussion of Common and Cross-cutting Issues

Tea Break

Session 6
Roundtable: Strengthening the Role of the Regional Office (Lead Discussant
Prof Anupam Varma)

* Review of Priority Areas in Asia and the Pacific

» Forging Stronger Links with Members of ICSU (National Members, Scientific
Unions, Interdisciplinary Bodies and Associates)

» Developing synergies with the network of Academies, Councils and Science
Associations in Asia and the Pacific

Session 7 Closing and Departures

Statement by Chair Regional Committee for Asia and the Pacific - Professor
Anupam Varma

Statement and Closing by Secretary General NRCT - Professor Ahnond
Bunyaratvej.



REGISTRATION FORM

ICSU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP)
Regional Consultation on Science Plans

21-22 November 2007

Central Duangtawan Hotel
132 Loykroh Rd., Chang Klan, Muang, Chiang Mai 50100, Thailand
Tel. +66(0) 5390 5000, Fax. +66 (0) 5327 5429
www.centralhotelsresorts.com

PLEASE RETURN BY OCTOBER 1, 2007 TO:

Ms. Choosri Keedumrongkool
Office of International Affairs
The National Research Council of Thailand
Email; choosri@firsticsuroap.org
Fax: 66-2-561 3049

with a copy to Mr. Hizzamdin Jaafar
ICSU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
Email: secretariat@icsu-asia-pacific.org
Fax:+603-2691-7961

REGISTRANT INFORMATION

Family Name: ...........oooeeiiiiiinn, First Name: ..., Middle Nname: .......ccccviiii,
Tile [ |Prof. o L wr v,

NOTIONAITY oo

STATE/PrOVINCE ..vvviiiiiiiiiii e COUNTIY i
ZID/POSTAl COUE . uuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Tl FOX: oo E-mail: oo

PassSport NUMDEr: ..o,



ICSU ROAP REGIONAL CONSULTATION PARTICIPATION AS

D ICSU ROAP Regional Committee Member D Speaker D Session chair

D Participant D Facilitator

| will attend (please tick your choices).
(Wednesday 215 November)

D Session 1 D Session 2 D Session 3

(Thursday 224 November)

D Session 4A D Session 4B D Session 5 D Session 6 DSession 7

ACCOMMODATION
NUMBEr Of FOOMS FEAUESTEM: ..uiiiiiiiiii i
Type of room requested: Single room Double room Twin room

L]

ACCOMPANYING PEISON(S): 1ttttttttttttsitttttttt et ta sttt ettt 11t 414111 et 411 s 11ttt e e s s s a e e e e e s s b

SPECIAl REQUEST: .. i

Special Dietary Needs:

| prefer Muslim meall Vegetarian meal

Other (please spec% ................................................................
Arrival date: ..o, Nov. 2007 Arrival fime: .....coocoviiiieniinnn, Flight NO.: v,
Departure date; ............. Nov. 2007 Departure fime; .................... Flight NO.: v,
VISA

| require an invitation letter in order to obtain a visa:

Yes No

R
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