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People and the planet study: call for evidence

1 Overview

The Royal Society is undertaking a major study to investigate how population variables will affect and be

affected by economies, environments, societies and cultures over the next forty years and beyond. The aims

of the study are to provide policy guidance to decision makers and inform interested members of the public

based on a dispassionate assessment of the best available evidence. The scope of the study will be global but
and the impact of policy

interventions.

intern

membership of the working group is given in section 4 below.

We are seeking as wide a range of informed views as possible to assist our study, from both a national and
an international audience. We welcome submissions from academics of all disciplines, policymakers, non-
governmental organisations and any other interested parties to inform our study. Organisations and
individuals are invited to contribute to the study by responding to the call for views. The deadline for
submissions is 1 October 2010. Please see below for the submission details. Please pass this document on
to anyone you know who might be interested in responding.

Terms of reference

e Assess the latest scientific evidence and uncertainty concerning anticipated changes in population levels
and rates of change, at regional and global levels. This will include exploring fertility, mortality, ageing,
urbanisation and migration and the factors that influence them. It will also include an overview of the
strengths and weaknesses of different modelling methodologies.

e Investigate the interconnections among population change, environments, economies, societies and
cultures, including a variety of issues such as (but not exclusively):
biodiversity, environmental services, land availability and use;
CO. emissions, other greenhouse gases and pollutants;

conflict and international security;
economic prosperity and poverty;

food security and access;

health, well being and disease;

human rights and governance;

natural resource availability (such as water);
public views and education.

o O 0O 0O O O O O

e Analyse the linkages among population, technology and consumption.
e Produce historical and regional case studies and future scenarios

e Assess options under different circumstances to deal with the possible consequences of anticipated
population changes. The study will explore to what extent population changes are variables open to
policy intervention. This a
consequences of the various options.




2 Evidence sought

We invite feedback on the following questions. Please respond to as many or as few guestions as you like
and, where possible, supply references to (and copies of) published material to support your answers. We
would also welcome illustrative examples where possible.

1 What scientific evidence is available to show how fertility, mortality, migration, ageing and
urbanisation will affect or be affected by population levels and rates of change, at both regional and
global levels, over the next forty years and beyond?

2 How fertility, mortality, migration, ageing and urbanisation are influenced by and influence
environments, economies, societies and cultures?

3 What are the strengths and weaknesses of different population modelling methodologies?
4 What are the key interconnections among population change, environments, economies, societies

and cultures? How do these relate to any of the examples listed in the second bullet point of the
terms of reference above?

5. What are the key linkages among population, technology and consumption?

6 What are the best (or worst) examples of how policy has been effective in managing population
changes?

7 What other issues should our study addresses?

3 Submissions

We prefer to receive submissions in an electronic format. Please include any additional information as an
appendix. We would appreciate copies of relevant published papers or articles, or electronic links such as
Dols. Submissions are welcomed on any of the issues mentioned in the scope of the project. Please indicate
whether the response is a personal or institutional position. If you are submitting information on behalf of an
organisation, please include details of the relevant person to contact should we wish to discuss issues raised
in your submission.

report and the submissions may be published. Please inform us if you do not want your name or your
submission to be made public.

The deadline for submissions is 1 October 2010. Evidence can be submitted electronically (preferred
format) to marie.rumsby@royalsociety.org or by post to: Marie Rumsby, Science Policy Centre, The Royal
Society, 6-

If you would like to submit your views but are unable to meet the deadline, or if you have any guestions,
please contact us as above or on +44(0)20 7451 2525.


mailto:marie.rumsby@royalsociety.org

4 Working group membership

e Professor John Sulston FRS, Chair of the Institute for Science, Ethics & Innovation, University of
Manchester (Chair of warking group)

e Sir David Attenborough OM FRS, Broadcaster and naturalist

e Sir Pat Bateson FRS, Emeritus Professor of Ethology, University of Cambridge

e Professor Cai Fang, Director of the Institute of Population & Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, Beijing
e Professor Suzana Cavenaghi, President of the Latin America Population Association, Brazil

Medicine
e DrJoel and
Columbia University, USA

e Professor Alastair Fitter FRS, Professor of Environmental Science, University of York

e Professor Demissie Habte, President of the Ethiopian Academy of Sciences, Addis Ababa

e Professor Sarah Harper, Director, Oxford Institute of Ageing, University of Oxford

e Professor Tim Jackson, Director of the Research Group on Lifestyles, Values and Environment. University
of Surrey

e Professor Georgina Mace FRS, Professor of Conservation Science, Imperial College London

e Professor Susan Owens OBE, Professor of Environment and Policy, University of Cambridge

e Jonathon Porritt CBE, Co-founder, Forum for the Future

e Professor Malcolm Potts, Professor of Population and Family Planning, University of California at Berkley,
USA

e Professor Faujdar Ram, Director International Institute for Population Sciences, Mumbai, India
e Professor Roger Short FRS, Emeritus Professor of Reproductive Biology, University of Melbourne, Australia
. University of
Oxford
e Professor Zheng
Population Association

Population Studies, Nairobi

5 About us

The Royal Society is the UK's leading independent scientific body. As well as providing an authoritative voice
and leadership for UK science, we provide objective advice for government and policy-makers on science and
its relationship with society.


http://royalsociety.org/page.asp?id=1140
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