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>~ ICSU

Internadonal Council for Science
Regional Office for Asin and the Pocifie

Prof Dr Takashi Onishi
President

Science Council of Japan
7-22-34, Roppongi
Minato-ku

Tokyo 106-8555

Japan

Fax : 81-3-3403-1755

September 5, 2013

Dear Prof Dr Takashi Onishi,

Invitation to the 5% ICSU Regional Consultation, 26 — 27 November 2013, Seoul, Korea: “Future Earth
in Asia and the Pacific”

For your information, ICSU will be holding its 5t_h Regional Consultation on 26 — 27 November in Seoul,
Korea. The main purpose of this consultation is to provide members of ICSU (National Organizations
and Unions) in Asia and the Pacific, as well as representatives from the scientific community and
regional organizations, the opportunity to participate in the discussions on Future Edarth in Asia and
the Pacific region. :

Future Earth is a 10-year international programme on Earth system research for global sustainability
that was launched in June 2012, at the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio +20). It will
provide the critical knowledge required for societies in the world to face risks posed by global
environmental change and to seize opportunities in a transition to sustainability. -

The Consultation aims to further enhance understanding of Future Earth especially in relation to
what is needed to promote on-the-ground transdisciplinary integrative research that can point the
way towards the transformative pathways to global sustainability. It will explore the cross — cutting
capabilities needed to support Future Earth research in Asia and the Pacific and the means of funding
and implementation of a programme to enhance those capabilities. The Consultation also aims to
discuss opportunities and challenges in building a Future Earth research community in the region.

We would like to invite the Science Council of Japan (SCJ) to participate in this Regional
Consultation. The main expected outcomes of the Consultation will be a better understanding of -
how Future Earth can be implemented in Asia and the Pacific, a framework to facilitate integrated
research towards the goals of Future Earth,_and identification of the steps necessary to address the
need for cross cutting capabilities to support Future Earth research in Asia and the Pacific. Hopefully

an initial road map for the impleméntation and monitoring of progress of Future Earth in the region
can also be produced. With this we attach the programme of the Consultation for your perusal.

902-4, Jalan Tun Ismail, 50480 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Tol: +60 (3) 26 94 96898 Fax: +60(3) 26 91 7961 Email: secretariai@icsu-asia-pacific.org www.icsu-asia-pacific.org
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> ICSU

Inzernational Councit for Science
Regicnal Otfice for Asly and the Pacific

We would appreciate to receive confirmation of the participation of SCJ. Please return the attached
registration form by October 25" at the latest. The participation of your esteemed organization will
be crucial for a thorough and meaningful Consultation and we look forward to its participation.

Yours sincerely,

/t\()&\/a@wv\

Prof Emeritus Mohd Nordin Hasan
Director
ICSU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

cC

Mr Masakazu Sato

Director

International Affairs Division
Science Council of Japan

Enclosures:
s Regional Consultation Programme
e Registration Form

902-4, Jalan Tun Ismait, 50480 Kuala Lumpur, Mafaysia,
Tel: +60 {3) 26 94 9888 Fax: +60 (3) 26 917961 Email: secretariat@icsu-asta-pacific.ory www.icsu-asia-pacific.org

37



Date

26 — 27 November

ICSU

- International Council for Sclenca
Aegional Ofhoy for Azia and the Pacdic

ICSU REGIONAL CONSULTATION

Location
Hotel President, Seoul, Korea

Day 1: 28 November 2013 (Tuesday)
Plenary Session

10:00-10:15

10:15-10:30

10:30-11:00

11:00-11:30
11:30-12:00

12:00-12:30
12:30-14:00

Opening  Remarks - 5t . Regional
Consultation for Asia & the Pacific
Overview of Aims and Objectives of the
5th ICSU Regional Consultation
Introduction to  Future Earth -
background, global research framework
and governance

Coffee Break

Future Earth Achievements to Date —
Governance, Secretariat,
Project Transition,

Engagement,
Programme and
Funding and Activities
Question & Answer Session
Lunch

Parallel Sessions

14:00 - 14:15

Introduction to Breakout Session 1 & 2

Breakout Session 1

14:15-15:30

Transformation towards Sustainability

Transformation is understcod as a
process of altering the fundamental
attributes of a system, including in this
case  structures and
infrastructures, regulatory  systems,
financial regimes, as well as attitudes and
practices, lifestyles, policies and power
relations.

institutions,

This break-out group will frame core research
questions that would examine pathways to
sustainability through

1. adaptation in governance and decision-
making institutions and processes;

2. ftransformations in economic means and
measures of development;

3. ensuring development
planetary boundaries;

4, organization of facilities ,providing services
that enhance the cross-cutting capabilities
of nations aimed at supporting the
transformation to sustainability

stays  within

Breakout Session 2

09:00-09:30

Breakout Session 2 : Future Earth in Asia and
the Pacific : Cross-cutting Capabilities and
Funding Strategy

There are many cross cutting capabilities needed
to advance the science of global environmental
change and translate it into useful knowledge for
decision making and sustainable development.
Many of these capabilities lie beyond the
boundaries of the Future Earth initiative per se
but it is important that Future Earth works in
partnership with the providers of these
capabilities for mutual benefit.



.|
Future Earth also is going to need to Day 2: 27 November 2013 {(Wednesday)
secure support from many different
funding sources, including organizations Plenary Session
that not currently funding global
- environmental change research, if it is to
deliver on its ambition. It will require
current levels of GEC funding to be scaled
— up significantly to deliver on
international, scientifically integrated
collaborative research.

09:00 -10:00 Presentation by Breakout Session 1 Group Chairs
Discussion in Plenary

10:00-10:30 Break

10:30—-11:30  Presentation by Breakout Session 2 Group Chairs
Discussion in Plenary

This break-out group will : ] _ ]
1. Identify what cross-cutting 11:30-12:30  Panel Discussion : Implementing Future Earth in

capabilities are needed to respond to Asia and the Pacific Region
the grand challenges of global

sustainability; 12:30-13:00 Synthesis of the main findings of the

Consultation on Future Earth
2. For each identified capability need
How to  establish  strategic 13:00-14:00 Lunch

partnerships and build cross-cutting . ] )
capabilities in countries in need and 14:00-15:30 Presentation and Open Discussion by Asia Node

with the providers of the capabilities? on next steps for implementation of Future Earth |
in Asia '
3. Develop the appropriate funding

strategy to enable cross-cutting 15:30-16:00 Coffee Break
capability building activities in the

region? 16:00—-17:30  Presentation and Open Discussion by Pacific &

Oceania Node on next steps for implementation
15:30 - 16:00 Coffee Break of Future Earth in the Pacific Island Countries

17:30 Closing Remarks
END OF REGIONAL CONSULTATION

16:00-17:00 Continuation of Breakout Sessions

Tob e

Future Eartil “Fesearch .
for global sustainability ~_-
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