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NATIONAL POLICY ON THE TRANSFER OF
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND ENGINEERING INFORMATION (NSDD-189)

September 21, 1985 [Er16—6] £ DIRE
|. PURPOSE

This directive establishes national policy for control_lin? the flow of science,
technology, and engineering information produced in tederally-funded
fundamental research at colleges, universities, and laboratories.
Fundamental research is defined as follows:

""Fundamental research' means basic and applied research in science and
engineering, the results of which ordinarily are published and shared
broadly within the scientific community, as distinquished from proprietary
research and from Industrial development, design, production, and product
ufilization, the results of which ordinarily are restricied for proprietary or
national security reasons.”

Il. BACKGROUND

The acquisition of advanced technology from the United States by Eastern
Bloc nations for the purpose of enhancing their military capabilities poses
a sqnlflcan_t threat to our national security. Intelligencé studies indicate a
small but significant target of the Eastern Bloc intelligence gatherln(fzj effort
IS science and engmeerln(tg research performed at universities and federal
laboratories. At the same Time, our leadership position in science and
technology is an essential element in our economic and physical security.
The strength of American science requires a research environment
conducive to creativity, an environment in which the free exchange of
Ideas IS a vital component.
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