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ASIA-PACIFIC SOCIAL SCIENCE JOURNALS DIRECTORY
TERMS OF REFERENCE

. OVERVIEW

The Association of Asian Social Science Research Councils (AASSREC) has committed to a strategic
initiative to develop a directory of reputable, peer-reviewed social science journals in the Asia-Pacific
region to be published on its website, and updated periodically as a service to AASSREC members and
other social science researchers in the region. These Terms of Reference cover the governance and
project arrangements for this initiative.

PROJECT SCOPE

The project will produce a searchable directory of peer-reviewed social science journals in the Asia-
Pacific region as at the time of publication in 2022. While efforts will be made to ensure an inclusive
approach to this exercise, practical constraints will require an emphasis on journals that provide
English-language content either exclusively or alongside content in other languages. The directory will
be limited to journals that can be determined to meet an agreed criteria for independent peer-review
and appropriate processes for editorial review and retraction.

Once complete, the directory will be promoted to AASSREC members, and through other global
networks (for example, through the International Science Council). AASSREC members will also be
encouraged to share the resource with their own networks.

The directory will be updated periodically, subject to demand and resource availability.

STEERING COMMITTEE

The project will be overseen by a Steering Committee of up to eight (8) individuals draw from
AASSREC’s membership. The Steering Committee will be responsible for determining the detailed
scope of the project along with the methodology and criteria for inclusion.

The Steering Committee will elect a Chair at its first meeting, and meet 3-4 times or as required during
the project development.

Support for the Steering Committee will be provided by the AASSREC Secretariat at the Academy of
the Social Sciences in Australia (ASSA).

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

The project will be coordinated by the AASSREC Secretariat by staff under the supervision of the
Secretary General.

APPROVAL AND REVIEW

These Terms of Reference were approved by the AASSREC Executive Council on 6 May 2022 and will
be reviewed as required.
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