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Your Majesties,
Chairperson of the Organizing Committee,
Distinguished Researchers, Honored Guests and Conference

Participants,

Today, in the presence of Their Majesties The Emperor and The
Empress,
I would like to offer a few words of congratulation at this
Opening Ceremony on the occasion of the 14™ International

Association of Colloid and Interface Scientists Conference.

The International Association of Colloid and Interface
Scientists has organized a triennial international conference since

1979. This is the largest and the most established international



gathering in the field of colloid and interface science.
I am truly delighted that Sendai has been chosen as the host

city for this year’s Conference.

Japan has endured tremendous losses from the March 11th
Great East Japan Earthquake, in terms of both human losses and
suffering as well as physical damage. Sendai City here also
suffered serious damage. The Government of Japan determined
that innovation by science and technology will be a main engine
for vital reconstruction and restoration from the disaster, and for

sustainable growth and development of the nation in the future.

Colloid and Interface Science is a truly interdisciplinary field,
which encompasses physics, chemistry and biology. Knowledge
in colloid and interface science has been effectively used from old
times in society in a broad range of applications, including
cosmetics, soaps, paints, lubricants, foods, drugs, paper
manufacturing and ceramics production.

In “The 4th Science and Technology Basic Plan.” established
last year, we emphasized the importance of life science
innovation as well as green innovation. Colloid and interface
science provides the basis for advanced technologies such as
medical, materials and environmental, especially low-carbon

technology. Their development is essential for overcoming the



global problems we are facing today.

Open and active discussion among scientists of different
disciplines is known to be effective for creating discoveries which
can be seeds for innovation.

At this conference, more than 1,000 researchers from 40
countries and regions from all over the world will engage in
wide-ranging dialogue focusing on the future course for colloid
and interface science to further promote science and technology.

I believe that these discussions provide a platform for the
international exchange of information concerning the latest
research results.

This in turn will help to deepen international interaction and
promote research activities in colloid and interface science, thus
greatly contributing to advances in life science innovation and

green innovation, and further in solving global problems.

Japan spares no effort for reconstruction and restoration from
the loss by the earthquake, but that does not mean it will postpone
academic research. Instead, we regard academic research and
human resources development are more important than ever for
reconstruction and restoration. Today, distinguished researchers
in the field of the colloid and interface science are gathering in

Sendai, the city enduring the earthquake, from all over the world.



Their active discussion will create new ideas, which then will
encourage Sendai as well as Japan. As Japan’s Minister of State
for Science and Technology Policy, I would like to express my
deep gratitude to everyone who contributed to organizing this
conference and also to participants who came a great distance

from abroad.

Finally, as well as expressing my hope that this Conference will
achieve its objectives and be truly fruitful, I would like to close
this address with my heartfelt wishes for the continued success

and endeavors of all the delegates.
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