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Main Hall, Sapporo Convention Center

Your Majesty,
Chairman of the Organizing Committee,
Distinguished Researchers, Honored Guests and Congress Participants,

Today, in the presence of His Majesty The Emperor, | would like to offer a
few words of congratulation at this Commemorative Ceremony on the
occasion of the International Union of Microbiological Societies 2011
Congress.

The International Union of Microbiological Societies Congress has an
illustrious history dating back 80 years, and is the largest international
gathering in the field of microbiology.

| am truly delighted that Sapporo has been chosen as the host city for this
year’'s Congress.

Since its inception in the 17th century, the field of microbiology has
developed at an astonishing pace and today it encompasses a truly broad
range of disciplines, including bacteriology, applied microbiology, mycology
and virology.

Today, there are great expectations for the contribution that microbiology
will continue to make in the future, not only to innovations for life to prevent
and counteract pandemic influenza and multiple-drug-resistant bacteria, but
also to green innovation domains, such as the production of bio-fuels.

At this Congress, more than 3,500 researchers from 60 countries and
regions from all over the world will engage in wide-ranging dialogue
focusing on the future course for microbiology to further promote science
and technology.

| believe that these discussions provide a platform for the international
exchange of information concerning the latest research results.

This in turn will help to deepen international interaction and promote
research activities in microbiology, thus greatly contributing to advances in
science and technology.

| would like to express my deepest respect to all who are devoted to such
research on a daily basis, and | look forward to your further success in
future research.

Japan has endured tremendous losses from the March 11th Great East
Japan Earthquake, in terms of both human losses and suffering as well as



physical damage.

It is essential for us to further concentrate our efforts to drive forward
science and technology in order to recover from this disaster with renewed
strength and a renaissance that will fuel sustainable growth and
development in the future.

The government has just established a strategic national plan for science
and technology over the next five years, “The 4th Science and Technology
Basic Plan.” As Japan’s Minister of State for Science and Technology Policy,
through implementing this plan | will do everything in my power to continue
to actively develop science and technology to ensure fulfillment and security
in the lives of the people and furthermore to empower us to pioneer new
frontiers of knowledge and overcome the challenges of humankind.

Finally, as well as expressing my hope that this Congress will achieve its
objectives and be truly fruitful, I would like to close this address with my
heartfelt wishes for the continued efforts and endeavors of all the delegates.
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