Profile / B&EE

Panel Discussion / 2SAAVT 4 A K vy ¥ a v

Poonam KHETRAPALSINGH/ 7—F 4 « 7 b T80 « v
WHO Regional Director Emeritus

World Health Organization, South-East Asia Region

A MRS (WHO) BT & 7THIBEH /R

Dr. Poonam Khetrapal Singh has served WHO in various leadership capacities for the last 25 years. She
was the first Indian elected Regional Director of WHO’s South-East Asia Region. She was also the first
woman in the region to assume the office of WHO Regional Director for South-East Asia in February 2014.
In September 2018, she was unanimously elected for a second five-year term by the 11 Countries of the

WHO South-East Asia Region.

In 1987, she moved to the Health, Population and Nutrition Department of the World Bank and in 1998 she
joined WHO headquarters, Geneva as Executive Director of Sustainable Development and Healthy
Environments Cluster. Dr Khetrapal Singh has devoted more than three decades to strengthening public

health as a leader and manager at national and international levels.

Prior to Dr Khetrapal Singh’s appointment as Regional Director of the WHO South-East Asia Region, for
over two decades she was a civil servant in India as a member of the Indian Administrative Services. This
included, among others, roles of Secretary Health in the State of Punjab, Secretary Finance, Managing
Director of Punjab Industrial Development Corporation and Managing Director of Punjab Financial

Corporation.

Dr Khetrapal Singh has vast experience in developing evidence-based, scientifically sound policy in
complex state, national and international health systems due to her work in low-resourced health systems,
leading large multi-sectoral teams and collaborating with global partners and public health leaders. There
are several path-breaking successes associated with her during her tenure at WHO. Dr Singh led over 20
disease eliminations in one or more countries of the WHO SE Asia Region; apart from leading from the
front the response to Tsunami, Nepal Earthquake and COVID-19 pandemic, Dr Singh created WHO South-
East Asia Regional Health Emergency Funds which has supported 43 emergencies in 10 countries across

the Region; during her term as the Regional Director of WHO South-East Asia, she constituted eight



flagship priority areas which are considered as the gamechanger for prospering health and well-being of

the people of the WHO South-East Asia Region.

Dr Singh, recently honored with the National Order of Merit Gold Medal by the King of Bhutan for her
significant contributions to public health, currently holds positions as a board member in numerous
prestigious global institutions. Possessing a PhD in Public Health, she is also a Fellow of the Royal College
of Physicians (FRCP) at the University of Edinburgh, UK.
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