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Prof. Korsten is currently an emeritus professor at the University of Pretoria and the Co-Director of the
Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSTI), National Research Foundation (NRF) Centre
of Excellence Food Security Pretoria University, South Africa. She is responsible for the food safety
research program within the Centre and is also the Chair of the Academy of Science of South Africa
(ASSAf) Food Safety Forum. Prof. Korsten has focused her research mainly on complementary fields of
fresh produce food safety, postharvest pathology, plant health, market access, and international trade.
Prof. Korsten has addressed the South African Parliament on the development of a national food safety
authority and on the recent pesticide contamination of food in the informal trade sector. She has also
developed a national food control framework and country profile for South Africa to enhance, regulate, and
more effectively integrate food safety and quality assurance.

She has also been awarded an honorary doctorate degree from Ghent University in 2025 and received
the National Science and Technology Foundation (NSTF) lifetime award. She is also an Honorary Professor
in the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences. Prof Korsten is also a senior editor for the Springer
journal Crop Protection, associate editor for CABI Agriculture and Bioscience, Frontiers Horticulture, and
Nature Africa.

She is an elected Fellow of the South African Society for Plant Pathology and of the Academy of Science
of South Africa. She is alsoinvolved inthe International Science Council and the InterAcademy
Partnership (IAP) on several sub-committees. Prof. Korsten is one of the Board members involved in
several Frontiers’ activities i.e. Frontiers Science House initiative, particularly during the World Economic
Forum in Davos (2026), where she advocates for integrating scientific breakthroughs into global policy.
She leads the African Frontiers Planet Prize initiative, a continent-wide competition promoting
sustainability and planetary health research. She also serves as an Associate Editor for Frontiers in
Horticulture. As a representative of the African scientific community, she is actively involved in the Davos
agenda. Her work focuses on ensuring African scientific leadership is represented in global discussions on
economic policy, climate change, and food security. She is also involved in the Geneva Science and

Diplomacy Anticipator (GESDA) where she is a Radar High-Level Review Committee Member: She sits



on the independent panel of experts responsible for reviewing the GESDA Science Breakthrough Radar.
This role involves assessing future scientific breakthroughs and providing strategic recommendations to
align science with global diplomatic efforts.

She is currently President of the African Academy of Science. Her vision is to transform the Academy into
a more inclusive, representative, gender-balanced, globally recognised leading academy and champion for

sciences and excellence on the continent.
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