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HRBEES (IPSA) IPSA & AISP

INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION

The International Political Science Association

W 1949%F, A XX ADEETHRIL I N BiaFoHRNZNEEF
Founded in 1949 under UNESCO's initiative to promote political science globally.

W 3,000 ADEAZEICINZ, HAS0ZEZ S FEBAFRHINE

Some 3,000 individual members and more than 50 national associations.

N EREHESRZFES (ISSC) DEFRILA/N—, 2018FEDEERIZERECSU) L ISSCH
& L TEEZMMEE (SC) LB ->THORIEE T, ISCO XV /N—

A founding member of the ISSC; part of the International Science Council (ISC) after the
2018 merger, until recently.



HAEHZFORIK — GEHEI NS OD
Social Science Under Attack — and Why

W R, T0EEE #HoEREZH S FRTHS

By its very nature, social science entails the monitoring of power.

W LS EL, HAPBHEZESIDD — BEFDEHLEROREZM S
It asks who benefits, who bears the burden, and how far government claims diverge from
reality.

N REERHIVRETIETIE. HERFHFESXICHEBEXNRLEL D

That is why, where democracy backslides, social science is the first target.



PAYVATEEETWHWSEHIL
What Is Happening in the United States

1,7521 F14E F L

NSF T by o 7=ff5eBhA (~20255F5AK) HAMTH & %2,200EM 1S 4
NSF grants terminated by end of May 2025 Roughly US$1.4 billion (= ¥220 billion)

W 2025548 LAk, DOGEEXET [BIEDQEEAESBIHICESLEV] BIBKOITHE Y A ETT
Since April 2025, DOGE-led terminations of grants “misaligned with administration priorities”
B 2026 FEFHEEKISHIE®NRZ [wokett® - 178 - BFRZFE] £ %I L/NSFOHERZFE
EBFS (X EASE A~

The FY2026 budget request named “woke social, behavioral, and economic sciences” for
cuts; NSF’s Social, Behavioral, and Economic (SBE) Directorate is currently being dismantled
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The Structural Vulnerability of Social Science

1~7% 138K vs 938 ARER

HRDOARAREICLD S KEBMATOZIHSY = 7131 HIR Sl TIE A S AIS, &
SRFE - AXZEDT 7 (# Bk, LHLHAREHTIE Db EFHREDOXFYIUT
i) 3ElFT& ICEFT S

Estimated share of global Under 10% of university Cuts fall on people,

R&D spending going to spending; yet around 30% especially on early-career
social sciences & of researchers researchers

humanities

B HESRFBADOFEH Y FTEOLNIDIEIRETIELESANEER — FEHIFPE-TH, Riae
EELY, §<CICEVLVEEZAL

What is lost is not equipment but human capital — and unlike machines, it cannot be bought
back when budgets return.
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In the era of democratic backsliding, maintaining a healthy “science-policy nexus”
faces even bigger challenges

N [fEehEE| IEFMOBHRZERET I, REERERIZ. ZOriRZIRYET
A healthy science—policy nexus presupposes academic freedom — and democratic
backsliding erodes that very precondition backsliding.

Wik [BRZEBRICAEEZSD] TREL., [BRERZFICAZT 3] RIS

No longer 'what can science do for policy?' but 'what will politics do to science? '

B (BRREEZRICAZT D] 29T 2HEREZOLON, BIRICHS
Social sciences study 'what will politics do to science’ question, but they are under attack in
backsliding countries
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What Is the “Public Good”?
B (BRI HEETHB| — ISCOFRY Y 3 rR—/3N— (2021) TOEE

Ja-nNii
“Science as a public good” — the ISC’s position paper (2021)’s mantra ey

W “Public Good” DERKITH X TEERKIZ ?
The definition of the “public good” appear to be deliberately vague:

[RESNBLEEEL O IBEZIE, UK, ZSDXHICHE N TERE - BEEFZEDE/OFET
BYFIITEE, FHid, TADEDEKRE, HOECHZMDEKEN I EEEBEXTH B, |
“The concept of shared, public goods has been a concern of moral and political
philosophers since ancient times and in many cultures. [t contrasts pursuit of the good
of the many with the pursuit of narrow self-interest.”

NEEHIPOLETBIC,. CTNRERVWHSEEDHS [AHEE| Z2BKRLEVWESICHARS
Given the above definition, it appears “public good” is meant to be “common good”, which is
a concept with a long and contested history.
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The Common Good: A Perennially Contested Concept
BWT7VRMTLRUE, ZOMNEDITZH > TBREBRETRRVHESELH S

Since Aristotle, a perennially contested concept

NWE— [HEE oEXRIIESH. CTHRELIIREH DLW -iEE

Recently, academic consensus emerged that a single definition is elusive and not desirable

B A—HzDbnz [HEHNEHESNEE] LIRA. ABOEMZHERTHIILHEE
Definitional disagreement itself should be treated as ongoing social learning, sustained by
spaces of deliberation.

N [ AHE| ZARELLTHZSI LI, D (2] IZHAoNh, 0 [E] PEBASIh 0D
WS AEE, MESAICEDLLETLE > 7=, TNEHFHIERE, ZHISCXEITZ. ZDRERE
ZHRZATWBLHICHRXD > BERDDFIXHK 2 FBH ITHRET

Treating the public good as given ends the deliberatiation over who counts as the public, and
whose good prevails before it begins, thus problematic; yet that's what the |ISC Position Paper
does? — case study of Japan’s low fertility




J—=—RARXT 4 — BERODVFIME
Case Study: Japan's Policy Response to Low Fertility

W EBPM® [HxX] [E—BYVE->TWS  ERABEE. AV Yy 7ETIV, EBAWDROSHZ
L—L7—7

The formal apparatus of EBPM is all in place: priority designation, logic models, cost-
effectiveness frameworks.

B [EXRTOPFMEK] (2023) . [ZEHRFHRE $3.6JEMHDOIMRILT 7Y — XX
E(CEBPMOE=EHHEH

The 2023 “unprecedented” package and the ¥3.6 trillion acceleration plan are saturated with
EBPM vocabulary.

WEETTERH>TWS, TlE, BELTWLWSOH?
The tools are there. But is it working?

W AELCELEODOAETHREFREDVH S

There are dysfunctions in at least four respects
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The Evidence—Policy Mismatch

W RERST (REFS) OHERMRIINS S, EAWNBDRIIED TEL

Cash benefits show small fertility effects and very poor cost-effectiveness.

N REHEQILKIZBHDOMEICIIF A, HERANDRRIZARIEKTF

Childcare expansion boosts maternal employment; its fertility effects are context-dependent.

BRI UBRNAELEEEOER - FMFREE. [DPFENRFE] oNEICH S
Youth employment and income — where evidence is clearest — sit outside the pro-natalist
budget.

B ZhTHINRIE7 7 DOPREKITBREFLDILF — Evidence-Based % o ¥ “Policy-Based
Evidence Making”
Yet the plan's core is expanded child allowances: not evidence-based policy, but policy-based

evidence making.
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Unverifiable by Design

N 2E—-# - AREROBEKICIE, HEBEER (RERE) HFEFEELLELV

A uniform, simultaneous nationwide rollout leaves no counterfactual for comparison.

W R BE (ICHEBIT 5 5ED, FIERFORETRON TV

The means of rigorous causal identification are lost at the design stage itself.

N RAREZEICHELCHAEREERLRL, [FELBYBEL, FELE2EHTHE] &V HE
X EHV’RRBE

No verifiable fertility target — only the normative goal of a society where hopes for marriage
and children are fulfilled.

B [BRHILESICEEFEE?DDS] &V REEFEEEHEELE., [ZHILTURL] &5 HEFIA K
E=ICHiF — EBPMOEETEIoONTWLWSD, EBPMOAETIIFTFETE Ly

Unfalsifiable defenses and criticisms coexist indefinitely: EBPM in language, unevaluable by
EBPM's methods.
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The Scale-Up Fallacy

N RBERGBED [RIF] »EVELSIASHh, [2ERRAEL] ¢wMLONTEL

Local “success stories” are repeatedly cited, with calls to roll them out nationwide.

W LA LFETHEHFOEMDOESERS X, EBEBRED 5 DFA(BES)ICT EFH&L

But much of the gain is inflow from neighboring municipalities — redistribution, not creation.

B 28iEAP’R LRz RNIE, BEOFRIZEZS — I/7ATREBRSGH->TH, =2AT
R %E L

If every municipality adopts the same policy, the incentive to move vanishes: a fallacy of
composition.
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ZHbZHMAD [HE] GOHLDPHEEICINTULEL

The Problem ltself Cannot Be Defined
W [DFERE] L IXADRIED — FSEHARED. ASREDFGHEED. BAOFERRD, 4L
FELFAMEELEL S

A problem of what — labor shortage, pension sustainability, or unfulfilled individual hopes? Each
implies different remedies and metrics.

WMLy ZITKRIEBE - RIBILICH S D, BERBIICHALPTULOIIEIEHFEOFE TEHR
The bottleneck lies in declining and delayed marriage; yet intervention gravitates to married
couples' childrearing costs.

W [FIN300FHDEE | — KRIEkIE [FBIELA-<KBW] TREEL [FEBomREZFZFH-EE VL]
WR

The ¥3 million income wall: non-marriage reflects unmet preconditions, not unwillingness to
marry.

W EEOEMICIE, [EDHLEPEL] EVWSHBIFHEDREEIEZELT
Promoting marriage is haunted by wartime pro-natalism — the 1941 population policy and its
“bear and multiply” slogans.
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BEYAS 7 ILDEE
The Electoral Cycle
ERWE g - HEDEH

IZ10FEHFGETLARIRIES N
3. 2~3FDEEYI /L
HELFRE

The employment-to-births
chain becomes visible only
over decades — fatally
mismatched with 2-3-year
election cycles.

BN IETYRBIERADAREDRR L IERHT 5H,

IS LEVDD — =ZDDEE
Why Politics Avoids Facing the Structural Problem: Three Barriers

XEFEBOE

Coalition Interests

ERBE~NDONALL. BEE
B &S5 55X iHFEEHA
EhaiEE sk, BEFY
X (DY S EZEEDLR
Ly

Labor-market reform burdens
the ruling party's business
base; child allowances
appear to take from no one.

A DEIRETIILR <. BURDRMRE
Evidence points to precarious employment; policy flows to benefits for married households.
The gap is political, not epistemic.

B IR EEIE S~ IS T I 5

BT E DEE
JBureaucratic Silos
ERRBESE. EXEIEER

. EERERE — AR
Sha [ZEBREFT] ICIE
ERA AL

Employment, wages, and
housing belong to other
ministries; the Children and
Families Agency lacks the
levers.

— ik
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fAVWE b IN/-fE Tame Problems

- FEERPREL TWS

* ST ADE[IH AR

- RRHFEHAICERAITE S

Stable problem definitions, clear units of

intervention, outcomes observable in the short
run.

— EBPMIZ S X {1&ged 5 (Bl : 79 FixiE
e LliFar+vY)

Here EBPM works brilliantly — e.g., nudges to
raise vaccination rates.

[lEnZFERE] &EBPM

Tame Problems vs. Wicked Problems

[EN 7% Wicked Problems

- FIREREDENILZ DY DHfFEDZER

* RENGIREDFEL GV

* GBI K > THIEDRERDEL S
Formulating the problem is itself choosing a

solution; no definitive test; descriptions vary by
standpoint.

— 7L, #hETE. R[IEZEH., BRBEKR. T
AXE. AlANNF R

Low fertility, urban planning, climate change,
migration, counterterrorism, and Al governance.

B EBPMOERAE . MEOBREICKET S — STFE WS BHIHER 3R

The applicability of EBPM depends on the nature of the problem, a lesson drawn from the fertility case.



#5i@ / Conclusion
I
NEEL X, DOPrUDODERL CTBERICEET S [Fx2] Tk L,
ZONBEEZD o THEBTRELREIT EE [Bvw] TH 3,

The public good is not an answer to be defined in advance and implemented
as policy —it is a question that society must keep deliberating.

B ZoORWICEZ2ICMEGS) 2R LIS, [RRLBEKROBRELER] |3 ERkEE
Without sincerely confronting this question, a healthy science—policy nexus will be difficult to
achieve.

N HERFIE, COMVLHITZRET S LREFIC. RWzRTSIEHDIPTFoNTVLSEHLE S h %
BRI SEEIZES

The social sciences play a dual role: fostering this questioning, while monitoring whether the
freedom to ask such questions remains protected.
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CEREHYDESITETVWELT Thank you for your attention
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