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Whose Public Good? Evidence, Uncertainty, and the Politics of Value

Drawing on political science and policy studies, this keynote re-examines the widespread faith in evidence-
based policymaking (EBPM). It first observes that the social sciences are structurally under-resourced and,
recently, politically targeted, as seen in the 2025 cuts to the U.S. National Science Foundation, including
the proposed closure of its Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences directorate. Using Japan’s fertility
policy and other related policies as examples, it then identifies four difficulties facing social-scientific
policy problems: defining the problem (e.g., is it that people do not have children, or that they do not
marry?), the infeasibility of randomized controlled trials for family policy, the uncertain link between
recommendations, implementation, and actual effects, and—most fundamentally—trade-offs among social
values. The conference’s key phrase “public good” appears to assume a single desirable value, yet in
practice it is a choice among competing values that only democratic deliberation can legitimately make.
The talk concludes with several proposals, advancing the argument that public trust in science is built not

on promises of certainty but on honesty and transparency about uncertainty and conflicting values.

HodoNHEE, — €T VX - PHEEK - fifE0BGE

R ClE, BORY: - BOEIE WS, b, [T F v 2 ek BifEEK (EBPM) | ~Di@fE
AR R M VE T, 9 thSRE ek BARNE I IC A~ CEEIRY I AR M B
HAITH Y . FRICEFIZBOGAN IS 2> TV 2 BHEEERT 5, Ric, HRCB T 347
fexiszn &2 HEHl L LT, SR AN R BORREME 2 2o oW, 37ab b, BIEZE DR
. 7 v XL ALHEEAER OB HINEE, 125 OBOREERE & FIESROAMEREM. 2 L CrEanffifE
DFL—FF7WEEAEEIE & DICRT, REEOF -V —FTH 2 [DIE ] (IH—-offifEi %
HifE e 32 X5 ICRZ 225, BEED HIVIE, BSEICIIN 7T 5 i D H s b RFEMITECE S X
EfIVCTH B L RIEHT 2, BB, RI¥~DEHEIT, BRI R L, eI & ififEoxt
VEIFEICEIHEIPLETNG L) TREMMET 272000 22 0RE 21T




