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Chikae is a microbial and ecosystem ecologist whose research focuses on how environmental changes, such as
land use and climate change, affect soil microbial communities, which play vital roles in plant growth and health
as well as biogeochemical cycling. She earned her B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. in Forest Science at Kyoto University.
She then conducted postdoctoral research at Hokkaido University and Boston University, spending nearly five
years at Boston University as a visiting Ph.D. student and postdoctoral scholar. Her training was supported by
JSPS doctoral and postdoctoral fellowships, and she also experienced a directly hired appointment. In September
2025, she joined the Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology (OIST) as an Assistant Professor to lead the
Microbial & Ecosystem Ecology Unit. She actively publishes in leading journals, including Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences (PNAS), and is committed to mentoring and inclusive community service. During
her Boston appointment, she also welcomed two children, experiences that inform her advocacy for supportive

and equitable research environments.
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