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This year, Japan celebrated two Nobel Prize laureates. Although the country is home to world-class researchers
who attract global attention, it is imperative to further invigorate science and to chart Japan’s future on the basis
of even stronger scientific research. Achieving this goal requires careful consideration of how best to support the

development of a diverse and robust ecosystem of research universities nationwide. Equally important is
strengthening of support—particularly for early-career researchers—for ambitious, internationally competitive
research. To date, Japan has pursued a broad range of policies and initiatives aimed at cultivating and securing
outstanding talent in science, technology, and innovation, guided by the Science, Technology, and Innovation
Basic Plan. In this speech, I would like to present a key point to the Seventh Science, Technology, and Innovation
Basic Plan, which will begin in April.
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