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Kaoru Kitajima has held faculty positions at Kyoto University, Japan (2013-current)

and the University of Florida (1997-2013). She received a Ph.D from the University of Illinois. She specializes
in plant physiological ecology and studied the functions and sustainability of tropical forest ecosystems in Latin
America, Southeast Asia, and Africa. She has contributed to international efforts for forest conservation and
sustainable management, for example, as a lead author for the IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Land
(2019) and as a member of the UN Food Systems Summit Science Group (2021). She served on the executive
office of the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation (as a Council member from 2006 to 2017 and
as President in 2016) and the Board of Trustees of CIFOR-ICRAF (2016-2022). She is currently a member of
the Science Council of Japan (Section II, Biological Sciences; Chair of the Integrative Biology Committee), and
President of the Ecological Society of Japan (- March 2026). Her current research effort focuses on biodiversity

and ecosystem functions of the seasonally dry tropical forest in Northwest Madagascar.
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