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Professor of Evolutionary Biology and Director, Trottier Institute for Science and
Public Policy, McGill University
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Rees Kassen is an evolutionary biologist at McGill University, Canada, interested in the origins and fate of
biodiversity. He uses microbial populations evolving the in the laboratory, a technique called experimental
evolution, to track evolutionary processes as they unfold in real time. He also directs the Coronavirus in the
Urban Built Environment (CUBE) initiative, a multi-centre collaboration on built environment surveillance for
microbial pathogens. Rees is active at the interface between science, society and policy, serving as Director of
the Trottier Institute for Science and Public Policy and Academic Director of the Sustainability Park at McGill
and previously as co-founder and co-Chair of the Global Young Academy and member of the World Economic
Forum’s Global Future Council on International Science Collaboration. He is a long-time hockey player,

enthusiastic skier, passable tennis player, and struggling surfer.
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