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Dr. Mitsunobu R. Kano is a Professor and Vice Executive Director at Okayama University, where he leads
initiatives for the SDGs and human development. In 2025, he was appointed President of the Associated School
Organization at Okayama University. In this new capacity, he has begun dedicated efforts to enhance a
comprehensive educational pipeline—spanning kindergarten, elementary, junior high, and special needs
schools—with the goal of fostering scientific thinking and well-being from early childhood.

Dr. Kano’s commitment to nurturing future generations also extends to national policy through his significant
roles within the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). He serves as the Chair
of the Human Resource Committee and Vice Chair of the International Strategy Committee within the Council
for Science and Technology, where he helps shape Japan’s strategies for scientific human capital and global
collaboration.

With a background in clinical medicine and a PhD from the University of Tokyo, Dr. Kano’s interdisciplinary
research bridges medicine and nanotechnology. He previously served as the first Science and Technology Co-
Adpvisor to Japan's Minister of Foreign Affairs (2019-2022) and is a Fellow of the International Science Council.
He continues to advise global organizations such as the OECD and UNESCO, working to harmonize human

activities with a sustainable future.
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