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Thinking and the future of humanity

The future is uncertain. Navigating the 21st Century will require us to solve a number of pressing problems. We
must also prepare to tackle new problems that are not yet foreseeable. In this talk I will outline our
current situation, and offer some reflections on the relation between problems and knowledge. I will propose
some approaches to generating and exploiting knowledge, at the level of individual psychology and at the level
of organisational design. Finally, I will consider habits of mind that foster critical thinking and scientific
creativity, including some useful reasoning heuristics and a framework for problem selection—how to decide
which problems to work on.
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