
Some thoughts on the role of multicultural Japanese 
researchers in international collaboration

Tadashi Fukami
Stanford University

International Conference on Science and Technology for Sustainability 2025
February 11-12, 2026



Main message

To foster future researchers who can enhance 
Japan’s capability in research, the country should 
invest more in study abroad programs for high-
school, undergraduate, and graduate students.



• Ecologist
• Today, speaking from personal experience
• Experience limited to ecology and where I have lived

▪ 24 years in Japan
▪ 25 years in the US (Wisconsin, Tennessee, Hawaii, California)
▪ 3 years in New Zealand
▪ 1.5 years in Europe (Netherlands, Denmark)

• Working to promote “two-eyed seeing” at 'Ootchamin 'Ooyakma

My background
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1. Japan has much to offer in sustainability research.
2. But realizing this potential takes bicultural researchers.
3. Japan should provide more opportunities for future 

researchers to become bicultural.
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Sustainability = “meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs” (UN 1987)



Cultures in Japan - Ainu, Ryukyu, Shinto, etc.

• What is unique about them compared to cultures of English-
speaking countries?

• How do cultures of Japan and English-speaking countries 
coexist in Japan?

• What are challenges?
• What are opportunities in the future?
• What lessons can Japan provide other countries?



Goode et al. 2022

Science is 
a cultural 
product.



Goode et al. 2022

Science is 
a cultural 
product.



Goode et al. 2022

Science is 
a cultural 
product.



Goode et al. 2022

Science is 
a cultural 
product.



Goode et al. 2022

Science is 
a cultural 
product.



Outline

1. Japan has much to offer in sustainability research.
2. But realizing this potential takes bicultural researchers.
3. Japan should provide more opportunities for future 

researchers to become bicultural.



• English differs greatly 
from Japanese

• Need to be truly 
bicultural to know how 
to speak to the 
international audience

「動物のお医者さん」佐々木倫子1990
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• Currently, not many researchers are bicultural in 
Japanese and English.

• Need to support more overseas experience, as that 
is the most effective way to become bicultural

• Also, critical mass of researchers who understand 
importance of being bicultural is needed to break 
the cycle.
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Proposal:
Provide more study abroad programs for high- 
school, undergraduate, and graduate students

• Postdocs often too late to become bicultural
• Returnees (帰国子女) and int’l school students often not truly bicultural



www.asahi.com

www.gender.go.jp
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