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Some thoughts on the role of multicultural Japanese researchers in international collaboration

As long as English remains the common language of science, the entire enterprise of research will always feel
foreign and difficult to researchers whose native language is Japanese. Each language comes with a whole
different culture associated with it, shaping what we value and how we think. Consequently, Japanese researchers
often end up following, rather than leading, the international frontier, or working on an important question
without being able to explain its significance in the global context. However, coming from a different culture
also presents opportunities. For example, in English-speaking countries, it is increasingly recognized that
Western science alone is inadequate for solving the climate crisis. Indigenous science, which has long been
oppressed, must also be valued as an independent approach complementary to Western science. This realization

has been brought about by Indigenous scholars who can articulate in English the importance of “two-eyed

seeing.” Similarly, cultures that exist in Japan (Ainu, Ryukyuan, Japanese, etc.) must contain internationally

relevant insights for environmental sustainability. When their value is studied and translated into English by
bilingual researchers, that should allow Japan to strengthen her position as an international research hub. To this
end, the country should invest more in study abroad programs for high-school, undergraduate, and graduate
students to become multicultural.
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