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Innovating for our future: Responsibility, growth, and sustainability — From Holistic Viewpoint -

How do we harness our innovative capabilities to create a better future? One proposed framework that has
garnered significant attention is the notion of Responsible Innovation. Responsible Innovation asks that
innovators engage with stakeholder early in the innovation process to ensure innovations are socially,
environmentally and economically responsible by anticipating concerns and challenges, and responding to them
appropriately.

But the research and innovation system (including Responsible Innovation policies) is itself embedded in a
specific and currently dominant model; one which has growth (most commonly economic) as its primary aim.
This model may not be the best to deliver the kinds of innovations that would lead to a fairer, more sustainable
future.

The challenge here is two-fold. Firstly, the imagination of innovation is often too narrow. Innovation is commonly
used to designate techno-scientific innovations that enter the market, but there are many other forms and sources
of innovation, from social innovations to traditional innovations. Secondly, the imagination of success is too
narrow. While growth is useful and often desirable, it is neither the only worthwhile nor always the most desirable
outcome.

Finally, I argue that other successful models exist that we can look to and, drawing on these, 1 will propose
potential solutions, insights or perspectives on structural problems that hinder innovation creation.
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