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Establishing a Framework Toward Sustainable Science and Society in 2040

-Challenges in Canada and Suggestions for Japan-

As we are now facing global challenges such as climate change, biodiversity loss, global health issues or
migrations, academics of all countries are calling for intensification of research, intense international
collaboration and better links better their communities and society. At the same time, a general trend towards
lack of trust in expertise and shifts in funding strategies are some of the challenges faced by researchers. Like in
Japan, these tensions are poised to transform the landscape of Canadian academia in the next 15 years. This talk
will explore the links that can drawn between both situations.

A 2023 “Report of the Advisory Panel on the Federal Research Support System” commissioned by the
Government of Canada, highlighted that Canada is falling behind among OECD countries as it only dedicates
1.6% of its GDP to research and innovation. [1] The report also highlights that Canada must better articulate
their funding mechanisms to support interdisciplinary research, access to state-of-the-art infrastructure and
funding to students, post docs and early career researchers. Within the Canadian context, the notion of equity,
diversity and inclusion is central. Knowledge and research carried by indigenous and francophone scholars have
to be better recognized. Finally, potential solutions, insights or perspectives on structural problems that hinder
innovation creation will be proposed.

[1] https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/panel-federal-research-support/en/report-advisory-panel-federal-research-

support-system
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