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Concept Note: “Disaster and Health”

The frequency of large-scale natural disasters has been increasing sharply in recent years. According to the 2020 United Nations
report, more than 7,300 large-scale natural disasters occurred worldwide during the 20 years from 2000 to 2019. During this
time, 4.2 billion people were affected and the death toll reached 1.23 million. From 2020 to the present, we have faced the
unprecedented challenge of the global pandemic caused by an infectious disease. An academic overview of recent, large-scale
disasters, in addition to our experience hitherto, will enable us to discuss how to secure medical care and welfare in the event of
future disasters.

Sub-theme 1: “Preparedness of Public Health Resources and Strengthening Governance”

Adaptive Social Protection is a framework that combines social protection, disaster risk management, and climate change
adaptation. It has been proposed as a useful approach to enhancing the resilience of society by reducing the negative impacts of
increasing interactions between global challenges such as poverty, food insecurity, and climate change and natural disasters.

On the other hand, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Reduction 2015-2030, adopted at the United Nations World Conference
on Disaster Reduction in 2015, emphasized a shift from "disaster management” to "disaster risk management. In order to
minimize damage when a disaster strikes and to care for disaster victims and residents efficiently afterwards, it is essential to
have the right “people" in place and to deliver the necessary "goods" and "information™ in a timely manner. This depends on the
function of governance at different levels. Strengthening governance is therefore important, especially in times of health crises,
and governance based on scientific evidence is required. The position paper of the International Science Council in 2021
expressed concern about the failure of scientists to participate in important public policy debates. It is therefore important to
strengthen governance, especially at times of health crises, based on scientific evidence, and to ensure that scientists and policy
makers at all levels of governance are involved.

In this symposium, we will consider the governance of "people”, "goods", and "information”, based on past experience of various
natural disasters, in order to cope with any future large-scale natural disaster and to maintain the sustainability of our society.

Sub-theme 2: “Disaster Risk Reduction and Social Welfare to Build a Society Where No One is Left Behind”

The damage caused by disasters varies depending on the social, political, and economic environment in which the disaster
victims live. It has been pointed out that low-income people with unstable jobs, women, single parents and their children, the
elderly, people with disabilities, foreign residents, ethnic minorities, and communities with weak social ties tend not to have
sufficient means to avoid disasters, to access needed services, and to rebuild their lives after disasters occur, exacerbating a
vicious cycle of social exclusion. Social exclusion amplifies and intensifies vulnerability to further poverty, discrimination,
abuse, homelessness, suicide, illness, and isolation. Such vulnerability is a factor that leads to prolonged and severe damage.
Therefore, reducing vulnerability in times of peace and disaster is the key to preventing damage from disasters in order to build
a society in which no one is left behind.

This symposium’s starting point is the acknowledgement of social justice, human rights and respect for diversity: the
fundamental values of social welfare and social work. Based upon this we will discuss the necessary measures to build an
inclusive and resilient society where “no one is left behind,” and this will be pursued from a global perspective.



KT —~ o 55 &Rk

AR, KR BARKEORAEMHENZH L TV, 202000 E#HOM|EIC L 5 & 2000~20194E D 204E[IZ .
5 C7,30014: DL E O KB AR ERIAE LTV D, ZOM. 4AEANEE LS T TEY . BEEKIT12375 A
IZEL TS, £ LT, 2020 68UE, R-bIXINE TICEERRWVIEED Y B — L RBYIED ST 3
o ZITRHAE 85 2B VRIICH D AR VRD T ATIE, FIA R L 0 | Rt o RKEE B R EE oM\ &
WA U 7-1210, SKRERARFOER S @ukofltz 2 E TORBRE S F 2 TEivd 5,

V77—~ 1 [ARFEGROMZ LA \F v 205k

Adaptive Social Protection (iUt fRa#) 1%, fEALRE, KE U X7 FH K ORUEL B~ O 72 £ % {4
BOEET7L—2U—7THY, AN, BEARE, KUEELR R OB OME L BARKE L OMAEERIC X
STHRTHADEBELZERML, HEDOL VPV T A 2EmDLDICAMRT 7 —F L& LTIERBIR TV,

—J7. 20154 D [E L SR S5 CERIRE vz TLE B RMR2015—2030 ) (2B Wik, TREE 16
(Y 2 7 &) ~OHRIRPSIRT Sz, SERAERICEZR/NRICEWVIED, TOBOWRE - (ERO 7
7 ZMBIZAT O 7ol WCHEYNCCONE T EELE L, BRI E RS O EE R A RIS 2 LM TE LN
MNoTEY, ZUL, FEL-VUBIT D AN ADREIIKIET 5, o T, IR FT U 2ADIKIZTEETH
0. FRICRBEGHERE AT, AR T RICE SN AR F U ARKO BN D, 20214E D E R3O
RV a = R—TlE, BEENEELRAKNRECROERICSM LW E~DBERBERONTEY, &
HWDH LIV DITNF U ANZEBNT, BHEE CEERSIREOMFREZ L0 BE< T 0B LRI TV1 5,

AREBREE Tl IR D R H RS EI AR IS L U, R O e il REME 2 #ERF 9 2 72012, FATZ B AMiE 2
TELIRE, “O&7 . “B07 | MFHR OHARFURIZONT, BEOHE L O HKRKEORBRNLE XS,

BT F—<2 o (B L Eub~GE— ANELY 7 S WS RS~

RED S OTHEL, FEELP IR E N AL RRIBREE, BURRIBREE, REHTRIBREL R & D&
Ko TEAT 5, BT - RLERTTE. KM OLVEPTOTE0, mid. WEL. EEMEA DEER
W, AR BEIN N2 1E, KEOHAEZ TR - BIREL, ERFERAERICEY R SERICT 7 AL, £
iz T SO FEZ HICR T, ALSRROEIERNET 5, tERrPRIT, S5R2A W, 2l
JERF, R—A LA, BE, BR, M2l x2b763, 25 LA, EHICADI N TN
(Vulnerability) Z %723, KFICLDHELRIE - RAMLSEL2HETHH 5, o T, FREL K ER OIS
PEDRRAHEEIA, REOWEZIE, M- ARV RS RN OMEICFLET L X L5,

KRy LTE, - AR ES v 20 FHICRY MthaE@u, Y =y v U —27 OREN D,
RS HIZ R 1T 2 KEORBREZE LT, MsgtEnE Lot L | T OMR-CRE Z X 5 B 22 (25T
Bt %, fhaf@tk Y =2 v VU — 27 OEKREMETH H4ERIER, A, ZHREOFELZSEX, A& AT
&0 ELHE R OBEARERE & OB EBEROMEIT T T, LB, fE, 2 LEBOHY T2, 7
H— VIR DT Do



Programme / 7’1 77 A






Programme / 7' & 77 A






DAY1 Profile / W&/

Opening Remarks / B 224
KAJITA Takaaki / #2H P&E=

KAJITA Takaaki has been serving as the President of Science Council of Japan since October 2020.
He is the Distinguished University Professor at The University of Tokyo, and also the Director of
Institute for Cosmic Ray Research (ICRR) of the University of Tokyo. He received his Ph.D. from
the University of Tokyo School of Science in 1986, and has been researching at Kamiokande and
Super-Kamiokande detectors at Kamioka Observatory in central Japan. In 1998, at the Neutrino
International Conference held in Takayama, Gifu, he showed the analysis results which provided
strong evidence for atmospheric neutrino oscillations. In 2015, he shared the Nobel Prize in Physics
for his role in discovering atmospheric neutrino oscillations. Currently, he is the project leader for
KAGRA Project, aiming to explore the gravitational wave astronomy.
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DAY1 Profile / #&/&
Introduction / &k 5%
TAKEDA Hiroyuki / itH 73

Graduated from the Faculty of Science, The University of Tokyo, and left the doctoral program at
the Graduate School of Science, The University of Tokyo in 1985. Doctor of Science. Worked as
Assistant at the Faculty of Science, The University of Tokyo; Research Associate at RIKEN;
Associate Professor at the Faculty of Science, Nagoya University; and Professor at the National
Institute of Genetics. Has been appointed as Professor at the Graduate School of Science, The
University of Tokyo since 2000. Specializes in animal embryology and developmental genetics.
Conducting research on the universal developmental mechanism of vertebrates using small fish
(zebrafish, killifish). Appointed as Vice President in April 2020.
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DAY1 Profile / W&
Keynote Speech / 5T
SHAW Rajib/ 27 597

Rajib Shaw is the professor in Graduate School of Media and Governance of Keio University, Japan.
He is co-founder of a Delhi based social entrepreneur startup, Resilience Innovation Knowledge
Academy (RIKA), Chair of United Nations Asia Pacific Science Technology Advisory Group, and
Coordinating Lead Author IPCC’s 6th Assessment report. He is the Distinguished Professor in Indian
Institute of Technology (11T) Guwahati and Sichuan University in China. His specialization is disaster
risk governance, urban resilience, climate change adaptation and emerging technologies in disaster
and climate change. He is the editor of a book series on disaster risk reduction, published by Springer
and the Chief Editor of an academic journal “Progress in Disaster Science” by Elsevier. Prof. Shaw
has published 63 books and over 450 academic papers and book chapters. He is the recipient of
“Pravasi Bhartiya Samman Award (PBSA)” of 2021 in Education Sector from the President of India.
PBSA is the highest honor conferred on overseas Indians and persons of Indian origin from the
President of India. He also received “United Nations Sasakawa Award” in 2022 for disaster risk
reduction as a lifetime achievement and for his contribution to global disaster resilience initiatives.
For more information, please see: https://rajibshaw.org.
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DAY1 Profile / B&/E
ShortSpeech1/ > 2 — h A —F 1
KUNII Osamu / [ &

Dr. Osamu Kunii, MD, Ph.D., MPH, is currently serving as CEO and Executive Director of the
Global Health Innovative Technology Fund (GHIT), which promotes R&D of therapeutics,
diagnostics and vaccines against infectious diseases such as neglected tropical diseases, tuberculosis
and malaria. In the past 30 years he has been engaged in global health, especially infectious diseases
control, humanitarian emergencies, and maternal and child health, through the Global Fund,
UNICEF, academia, Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other institutions. He serves as
visiting professor in 4 universities and visiting lecturer in 3 universities.
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DAY1 Profile / B&/E
Short Speech2/ > a — F AE—F 2
GOTO Aya/ %k &=

Dr. Aya Goto is Professor of Health Information and Epidemiology at Fukushima Medical
University (FMU) Center for Integrated Science and Humanities. She also serves as Professor of
International Community Health in the Graduate School of Medicine and Deputy Chief of the
Fukushima Health Management Survey (Pregnancy and Birth Survey) at FMU, and as a project
manager for JICA’s Evidence-Based Medicine promotion project in Vietnam. Dr. Goto’s main
research interests are reproductive health, parenting support, and health literacy. Her translational
research has been conducted in close collaboration with local communities in Fukushima and Ho
Chi Minh City, where it complements the capacity building of local health care professionals in
health information as well as maternal and child health care. Since the Fukushima nuclear accident,
Dr. Goto has been working closely with local public health nurses to help them respond
appropriately to concerns among parents of small children about elevated background radiation.
Recently, she started working with children in disaster-prone Asian countries toward health
promotion and community development.
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DAY1

Moderator / &5 L — & —
KORIYAMA Chihaya / &Rl T5-

KORIYAMA Chihaya is a professor of Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine,
Kagoshima University Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences. She specializes in
epidemiology and public health. Her main research topics are epidemiology of chronic diseases
and cancers including virus-related cancers, and health effects of exposure to environmental factors
such as heavy metals.
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DAY2 Profile / B&EE

Short Speech3 / v a— M A& —F 3
Lena DOMINELLI/ L7« KI XU

Professor Lena Dominelli holds a Chair in Social Work and is Director of the MSc in

Disaster Interventions and Humanitarian Aid at the University of Stirling. She was

previously Co-Director at the Institute of Hazards, Risk and Resilience (2010-2016) at

Durham University. She has a specific interest in research projects on climate change and

extreme weather events including drought, floods, cold snaps; wild fires; health pandemics

including Covid-19; earthquakes; volcanic eruptions; disaster interventions; vulnerability

and resilience; community engagement; coproduction and participatory action research;

and climate risk for young people. Her research projects on various disasters include

funding from the ESRC, EPSRC, NERC, the Department of International Development,

Wellcome Trust and UNICEF. Lena is a prolific writer and has published widely in social

work, social policy and sociology, including several ground-breaking classics, the latest being Green Social Work which
provides a theory and practice of disasters from a social justice perspective that includes environmental justice and sustainability.
She currently chairs the IASSW Committee on Disaster Interventions, Climate Change and Sustainability and has represented
the social work profession at the United Nations discussions on climate change (UNFCCC COP), since Cancun, Mexico in 2010.
She also chairs the Special Interest Group on Disasters, SPEDI, for the British Association of Social Workers (BASW) and is a
founder member of the England Round Table on Disasters and Social Work. She has received various honours and prizes for
her work. Her book, Green Social Work, (Polity Press, 2012) changed the discourse on environmental social work to bring in a
holistic approach that includes the duty of people to take care of Planet Earth by seeking alternatives to fossil fuel-based patterns
of production and consumption to ensure sustainable approaches to meeting human needs. She is currently supporting Ukrainian
social workers through Social Work for Peace. She has received various honours for her work in the past.
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DAY2 Profile / B&EE

Short Speech4 / a— M At —F 4
TATSUKI Shigeo / A ik

Shigeo Tatsuki (Professor, Department of Sociology, Doshisha University) Ph.D.(Toronto)
Lifetime:

He advocates to integrate social work and disaster sociology for understanding and making changes
in the long-term life recovery processes from major disasters and for capacity building of the socially
vulnerable in times of disasters. He has conducted longitudinal surveys on life recovery from the
Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in January 1995 and the Great East Japan Earthquake in March
2011 for 10 years respectively.

Professional Activities:

The Cabinet Office (CAO) commitee member on people with functional needs in disasters (2005,
2006, 2009) The CAO working (2019)/subworking (2020) group member on evacuation issues
related to the 2019 Typhoon 19 disasters

The CAO advisory board member (2021, 2022) on model projects on promoting individualized
disaster care plans.

Awards and honours:

2005 Hyogo Governor’s Award of Appreciation for disaster recovery advocacy works from 1995 to 2005.

2018 International Sociological Association Research Committee 39 (Disaster Sociology) Charles E. Fritz Award for Career
Achievements in the Social Science Disaster Area

2020 Commendation for Disaster Research by the Ministry of State for Disaster Managemen.
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DAY2 Profile / B&EE

Short Speech5 / > a— F A —F 5
Louise HARMS / /LA — X « /N— ALK

Professor Louise (Lou) Harms is the Chair and Head of Social Work at The University of
Melbourne, Australia. Her longstanding practice, research and teaching interests are in psychosaocial
trauma and recovery, particularly in relation to health and disaster contexts. She is a Chief
Investigator on the Beyond Bushfires project, a 10 year study of community resilience and mental
health after the Victorian Black Saturday bushfires. Partnerships with fire-affected community
members, and government and non-government agencies have been central to this work.

She is currently co-editing the Routledge Handbook on Social Work and Disaster Practice with co-
editors in Australia and Aeteoroa New Zealand, bringing together the expertise of social work
academics and practitioners from around the globe.
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DAY2 Profile / B&EE

Short Speech6 / > 22— K AE—F 6
JohnstonH.C.WONG/ Ya A R> «H:C- UV

Johnston started his career in social work and acquired extensive experiences in youth services,
family life education, school social work, industrial social work, labour education, and health
promotion. In 2006, he joined BNU-HKBU United International College, Zhuhai China. His
research interests are mainly concerned with emergency management, socio-medical and socio-
legal issues. He is the Chair of the International Committee of the Social Workers across Borders
(SWAB), an NGO registered in Hong Kong focusing on disaster social work and crisis
interventions. He published a number of books notably Disaster Social Work Handbook, Integrated
and Seamless Services for Older People, a model of elderly care of Zhuhai and its implications to
China, Social Work related Laws - Case Studies and Analysis, Modern City Emergency
Management and Social Work Interventions — Roles and Cases, Disaster Social Work from Crisis
Response to Building Resilience, and Children and Youth in China since 1978, Opportunities and
Challenges. He was named as a Hong Kong Ten Outstanding Young Persons in 1990, and received
the Presidential Citation Award from the American College Personnel Association in 2014, and the
International Critical Incident Intervention Leadership Award, from the International Critical
Incident Stress Foundation in 2015.
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DAY2 Profile / B&EE

Moderator / &7 L — & —
WAKE Junko / Fn%g #ifi+

Junko Wake (Professor, Tokyo Metropolitan University) is a member of Science Council of Japan,
Vice President of the Japanese Association for Social Work Education (JASWE), and the Japanese
Representative of International Association of Schools or Social Work (IASSW). She is also Vice
President of the Japanese Society for the Study of Social Work. She has published humerous journal
articles and co-edited the text books for the Certified Social Work Education Course, including Social
Work Foundations and Professions (Minerva Publishing Company, 2021) as well as Social Work
Theory and Methods | & 11 (Minerva Publishing Company, 2022). Her research interests include glocal
social work, social work theory and education, elder care and social work, international comparisons
of social welfare, and social work in times of crisis.
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DAY2 Profile / B&EE

Closing Remarks / P12
TAKAMURA Yukari / Eiff oD

Vice President

Science Council of Japan

Professor at the Institute for Future Initiatives, The University of Tokyo

She serves as Vice President since October 2020. She is Professor at the Institute for Future

Initiatives, The University of Tokyo.

After receiving Master of Laws (Public International Law) from Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo, she

was appointed Associate Professor at Shizuoka University. Before joining the University of Tokyo

in 2018, she worked as Professor at Ryukoku University, Kyoto, and Professor at Nagoya University,

Japan. She also studied at Graduate School of University of Paris Il (Panthéon-Assas), France and

was Visiting Researcher at University of London, U.K.

Specializing international law and environmental law, her research focuses on legal and governance

issues relating to multilateral environmental agreements as well as climate and energy laws and

policies.

She is member of the Editorial Board of Journal Sustainability Science and of the Editorial Advisory Board of Journal Climate
Policy. She is member of Board of Directors of Japanese Society for Environmental Economics and Policy Studies as well as
member of Board of Executive Directors of Japanese Society for Environmental Law and Policy Studies.

She serves as member of governmental advisory bodies, among others, Central Environmental Council as President, and
Procurement Price Calculation Committee for Feed-in Tariff Scheme for Renewable Energy as chair. She is member of
Advisory Group on Climate Change and Sustainable Development of ADB. She received Environmental Conservation Merit's
Minister of the Environment Award in 2018.
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DAY1 Abstract / #8%
14:20-14:35  Keynote Speech / J: 3 ##7H

J

Health Risk Reduction and Its Implications in the Global Risk Landscape

COVID-19 has posed a tremendous challenge in every sector of the society globally. Asia is no
exception of this, and has faced the heat of the severe financial, social and related challenges over
last one year. However, through science, technology and innovation, the region has tried to overcome
this challenge in different ways. With the high diversity in Asia, governance played an important role
in managing health risks in the region. However, the health risks needs to be looked at the perspective
of complex and dynamic global risk landscapes where other risks like environmental risks (climate
change, extreme weather), societal risk and technological risks (like digital power concentration,
digital divide) becomes critical. Each country has its unique way to address the crisis through its
own governance, regulation and legal framework. Local governance often played a critical role.
Finally, citizen behavior is considered as the key issues to address the current pandemic, be it at
individual, community or in the workplace. Appropriate risk communication, science-based decision
making, data analysis, its feedback to the decision-making system, and extensive use of technology
and innovation have been at the core of the crisis response, which has been turned into innovation
opportunity in many cases.
SHAW Rajib
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DAY1 Abstract / #Dé%
14:35-14:50 ShortSpeechl1l/ > a— F AE—F 1

Coordination and Collaboration of Health Crisis Prevention, Preparedness and Response (PPR)

While having been engaged in emergency relief and assistance, assessment and research for various
emergencies and its recovery including natural and environmental disasters, conflicts, diseases
outbreaks and pandemics, the speaker has witnessed that coordination, collaboration and governance
were not well established in those responses, which led to inefficiency or insufficient impact or
outcome vis-a-vis resources (funding, human resources and supplies) provided. With examples like
the Cluster Approach in large-scale natural disasters and the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT)
Accelerator presented, the speaker will explain the importance of prevention, preparedness and
response (PPR) for future health crises, its challenges and current ongoing discussions on this in the
world.

KUNII Osamu
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DAY1 Abstract / #Dé%
14:50-15:05 Short Speech2/ > 2 — F A E—F 2

Health Literacy as a Driving Force of Community Resilience in Crisis

Fukushima nuclear accident in 2011 placed health care workers in the center of an “infodemic.” We

have planned and implemented health literacy training for health professionals. By 2019, one in four

public health nurses, who are the gatekeepers of community health, had been trained in Fukushima.

The follow-up evaluations showed that the trained nurses used newly learned skills in practice and

showed more positive attitudes toward and increased confidence in interacting with the community

residents. We also found that older residents and those unfamiliar with health services were more

likely to notice improvements in written health information from the trained nurses. Health literacy

training enhances communication between professionals and the public and makes health

information more equitably accessible. This training has been incorporated into medical and nursing

education, and further to reach children in a form of participatory school health education. The

evolution of our health literacy initiative serves as a “build back better” model after a major crisis.

Acknowledgments: This abstract is based on presentations at IAEA consultancy meetings in 2022

and ICRP 2021+1.

References: JIMAJ 2015; 58: 1-9. J Health Commun 2018; 23: 200-206. Health Commun 2020; 35: GOTO Aya
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DAY2 Abstract / #Dé%
19:05-19:20 Short Speech3/ > a2 — F A —F 3

Supporting Victim-Survivors and Overcoming Challenges to Social Work in Conflictual Situations

Putin’s invasion of Ukraine came as a wake-up call to a sub-continent that had taken peace
for-granted since the reconstruction that followed the decimation of Western Europe
during World War 1l. It also exposed the fragility of international institutions like the
United Nations (UN) as Putin pounded Ukraine with Cruise and other missiles and more
recently drones to destroy civilian infrastructure upon which daily life depends — power,
water, medical facilities, schools, grocery stores. Yet, Russia is a key member of the
Security Council charged with maintaining peace in the world as dictated by the UN
Charter. Putin was charged to uphold this Charter, but has trashed it, and getting away
with it. The arrogance is there because his country is a permanent member of the Security
Council, and he has vetoed even lukewarm attempts to control him. However, the people
of Ukraine came to the defence of their nation with courage, integrity and creativity. They

called upon others to show solidarity in their stand against the armed oppressor that as Lena DOMINELLI
recently as 1991 had signed a treaty committed to protecting the sovereign country of L+ RI R

Ukraine from attack! What could Ukraine do to protect itself from Putin’s ceaseless

onslaught? And what could a profession that had dedicated itself to peace do in confronting

an armed aggressor to restore tranquillity to a now war-torn region? | address these two questions by considering my experience
of supporting Ukrainian academics, students and social workers in this unequal struggle since 24 February 2022. 1 conclude that
social work has been challenged in many respects — its ethical base, its capacity to provide humanitarian aid in extraordinary
circumstances, and its weak voice in a field awash with ruthless players like Putin. | also consider the importance of transnational
alliances and support in overcoming the limitations of single country responses when millions of people are forcibly displaced
internally and externally, and their rights are disregarded to feed the war machine. While doing this, Putin has destroyed food
and energy security throughout the world and profiting from doing so. When will such aggression be halted and who can do it?
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DAY2 Abstract / #Dé%
19:20-19:35 Short Speech4/ > 2 — F A —F 4

Boundary Crossing and Spanning between Social Work and Disaster Risk Reduction
That Leave No One Behind

Whenever disasters have occurred, the damage has been concentrated on the older people and the
disabled. The root cause is the division between social services in times of normalcy and disaster
management in times of disaster. For example, in the 20 years since 2000, the number of older people
certified as requiring long-term care and using in-home services has increased dramatically by 3.5
times. However, the system to date has been designed to operate only in normalcy, and in the event of
a disaster, it has been considered to be the administrative division of disaster management. For this
reason, when a disaster is imminent, it is impossible for the usual social workers to reach all the users
at the same time, and as a result, the service users concerned have been left in the gap between the
social services and disaster management cilos. As an example of a fundamental solution, the
development and nationwide social implementation of the "Disaster Risk Reduction with No One Left
Behind" model will be presented. This evidence-based just practice model crosses the border between
social services and disaster management and operates a system in which related organizations, groups,
and individuals are linked together.
TATSUKI Shigeo
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DAY2 Abstract / #Dé%
19:35-19:50 Short Speech5/ > a2 — F A —F 5

Building Stronger Communities and Disaster-Prepared Systems

In the past five years, there have been devastating fires and floods, concurrent with the COVID-19
pandemic across Australia. These large-scale, concurrent disasters have tested the local and national
resources. They have also highlighted pre-existing social vulnerabilities relating to housing,
employment, community cohesion, family safety and mental health.

In this presentation, Professor Lou Harms proposes three key strategies for reducing social
vulnerability and building stronger communities and disaster-prepared systems — with the aim of
leaving no one behind. Based on lessons from disaster-related studies and from core social work
knowledge and practice, these strategies are:

-Prioritising people — promoting safety and mental health

-Centring diversity and inclusion — ensuring many voices are heard
-Adopting a community capitals approach — building interconnected systems of prevention

Louise HARMS
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DAY2 Abstract / #Dé%
19:50-20:05 Short Speech6/ > 22— F A —F 6

Digital SocPsy Emergency and Disaster Risk Management an emerging field

The progress of digital scinece has changed dramatically how public health experts fought against
the COVID-19 Pandemic, with digital means. All along, social distancing and isolation are
considered as the most effective strategy in lowering the infection ratio of communicable diseases.
With the assistance of digital technologies and widely usage of mobile phones, public health
authorities can better implement control measures of testing, tracking, treating and taming the
conronavirus. In parallel to health emergency response, social psychological services also take
advantage of digital facilitation to provide information, crisis intervention and education to those in
need. This paper will describe the use of internet based services in China in recent disasters. It covers
serveral incidents including the city lockdown of Wuhan in 2020, the city flood in Zhengzhou in
2021, and the services provided to residents in Hong Kong during the Omircron attack in 2022.
Lastly a Disaster Data Map showed how prevention strategies can be formulated. Digital social
work has grown rapidly and participated in the full cycle of disaster management. Social
Psychological Emergency and Disaster Risk Management (SocPsy EDRM) becomes a fruitful and
emerging field in digital social sciences.
Keywords: Digital Social Science, Emergency Management, Disaster Social Work
Johnston H. C. WONG
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#¢The content of the speeches are based on the personal views of the speakers and not those of their affiliations or the
organizers.
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