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From individual farm settlements to community formation  
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Dynamic regime shifting:  
Regional and sub-regional urban 
networks increasingly define the 
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economic systems, vectors of 
expansion, overall regional 
landscape mosaic 



Extractivist Economies and Municipal Underdevelopment 

Science, (2009) 324: 1435-1437 



Resource export economy: 

Local demands, tele-connections and drivers of change 

Source: IPAM 

Examples: Acai palm fruit and Soybean 



The globalization of acai fruit (Euterpe oleracea) 



From localized to a regional forest-based economy (1985-2004)  
(Map derived from IBGE – SIDRA)* 

2004 ~1985* 

Brondizio, E. S. 2008. The Amazonian Caboclo and the Acai Palm: Forest farmers in the Global Market. New York: New York Botanical Garden Press. 402p.  



Intensively managed Acai agroforestry and regional forest transition 
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Value added to açaí fruit and transformed products across commercialization venues 

Adding value, 1 hectare production of acai fruit
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Source: IPAM 2004 

Case study: 
BR-163 / TransAmazon 

Santarem, Belterra, Aveiros, 

Placas, Ruropolis 



Municipalities producing Soybean 1990 - 2005 
 (Map derived from IBGE – SIDRA)* 

1990 2005 



Global demands, national policies, regional impacts 



Soybean expansion and Land Aggregation at a regional level 

Land Aggregation and 
Community disappearance 
 
Pressure on urban areas 
 
Pressure on forest land 
 
Economic polarization 


