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This English version is a translation of the original written in Japanese.

Executive Summary

1. Background to the Development of this Opinion

In April 2022, a new curriculum based on the current National Curriculum
Courses Standards (revised in 2018) began in high schools, and classes in
“Geography and History” began with the newly established “Geography” as a
compulsory subject. All students, from elementary school through high school,
will study geography equally, and it is expected that geography education will
make a greater contribution to society by fostering spatial awareness from
people’s local communities to the land, the world, and the earth, and by fostering
future leaders who will live better lives and be better shapers of society.

In order to promote such education, while reforms have been made as
indicated in the proposal issued in August 2020 by the Subcommittee on
Geography Education of the Committee on Area Studies and the Committee on
Earth and Planetary Sciences of the Science Council of Japan, “Toward the
Enhancement of New Geography Education to be Changed by ‘Geography’ -
Fostering Geographical Qualities that Contribute to the Creation of a Sustainable
Society”, there still remain an unaddressed issue of the continuity of geography
education from elementary school to high school and university.

It is important to find a direction for solving this issue and to further enhance
geography education. In order to promote the further development of geography
education and its contribution to society, including the findings of not only
geography but also and other humanities including cultural anthropology and
history, natural sciences, and informatics, for a sustainable society, we issue the
following statement. The following is a summary of the views expressed in the
Opinion.

2. Current Situation and Issues

The school curriculum and training system for teachers in introducing of
“Geography” at each high school are insufficient, and the importance and
continuity of geography education from elementary school to university are not
fully recognized. The issues are following: the relationship between the academic
background and the contents of school learning has not been clarified. In addition,
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the development and evaluation of the required qualities and abilities, that are
the aims of “Geography” including the use of maps/GIS (geographic information
systems), international understanding, and environment and disaster prevention,
which are necessary in a DX (Digital Transformation) society, have also not been
indicated.

There is an immediate need to examine the university curricula for the training
of geography teachers and the state of the university entrance examinations for
"Geography" which has become a compulsory subject, and continuity of
geography education at universities.

3. Details of the Opinion

(1) Enrichment of “Geography” and establishment of continuous geography
learning from elementary school to high school

The training should include: detailed training for teachers on the content of
geography, according to their expertise and years of teaching experience; training
on evaluation, including the new perspective-based evaluation; and training on
basic knowledge and concepts of the content of learning, fieldwork, etc. It is
necessary to provide a variety of contents to support the devising and
improvement of classroom practices based on the revised National Curriculum
Courses Standards. It is expected that the national government, geography-
related academic associations, universities, research institutions, etc. will
collaborate to develop a system to provide diverse teacher training materials and
programs, and to accumulate and enhance training programs by utilizing a cross-
sectional network of geography-related academic associations. With the
introduction of “Geography” as a compulsory subject at high schools, it is
necessary to examine the continuity of geography studies at elementary, junior
and senior high schools, and to provide teacher training for this purpose.

(2) Map/GIS education content development with “Geography”

In the development of contents for map/GIS education, there is a need for a
system to accumulate, maintain, and update important geospatial information and
useful contents, and to ensure that the latest information is available at all times.
In map/GIS education, it is important to make the regional image through
fieldwork and other means. In addition to using the websites as a source of
statistical information, it is expected to collaborate and interact with the local
communities. It is desirable for students to use the skills they have acquired such
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as "localization of teaching materials" using the results of map/GIS education and
having students think about disaster prevention and the environment in their
immediate surroundings, and to use this learning guidance to improve their own
lives and society.

(3) Distribution of the importance of "international understanding and international
cooperation”

In order to gain a correct understanding of the philosophy of “Geography”, it is
necessary to raise public awareness of importance of "international
understanding and international cooperation in “Geography”. For reducing the
gap between the philosophy of “Geography” and social reality, it is required to
take one step further, such as providing information to the press through press
releases.

It is necessary to seek for a consensus through wide-ranging discussions on
to what degree complex realities should be structured and grasped, under the
philosophy of moving from content (knowledge) to competency (ability) and under
the conditions required for the compulsory subject as easy to teach and learn.

(4) Enhance physical geography education to support education for
environmental disaster prevention and further strengthen cooperation with
universities, etc.

School classroom support needs to be strengthened to make unique difficulties
of education for environmental disaster prevention easier. In the learning for
environmental disaster prevention, focusing on offering various learning
opportunities in high schools, curriculum structure should be considered that
allows students to flexibly take subjects that can be linked to geography and
adjacent subjects such as history and geology. In addition, it should be
encouraged to further collaborate with universities and research institutions. It is
desirable to accelerate the dissemination of ICT learning for environmental
disaster prevention using maps by Geospatial Information Authority and other
tools, as well as use of the collection of teaching materials, and to provide a
generous support system to achieve learning that enables students to apply their
knowledge.

(5) Teacher training and enhancement of geography education in common
education at universities, and reform of university entrance examinations

In order to reflect the content of “Geography” effectively, it is necessary to



improve the contents of university training course for elementary and high school
teacher training programs and the contents of teacher training for “Geography
and History” of high school. As “Geography” started as compulsory subject along
with “History” in high school, it is necessary to treat geography and history equally
in university entrance examinations, because school students who have taken
geography subjects will not be disadvantaged in entrance examinations. It is
required that students who select geography as university entrance examination
could be evaluated on the various qualities and abilities acquired through their
geography learning of high school. It is also required for the universities that have
difficulty making their own entrance examinations to use the Common Test for
University Admission or other methods to ensure opportunities for students who
take geography.

While aiming at consistency with the learning contents of “Geography”, in the
common subjects in universities, it is necessary to enhance the contents of
geography in universities, taking into consideration the connection with the high
school and university, such as provision of subject based on “Geography” aiming
at fostering competency by utilizing the achievements that have been made so
far.



