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STATEMENT COMMEMORATING THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
RUSSELL-EINSTEIN MANIFESTO
~—- Adopted at the 79th General Meeting
of the Science Council of Japan,
April 25, 1980

A guarter of a century ago, on July 9, 1955, a Manifesto
signed by the two distinguished scientists, Bertrand Russell
and Albert Einstein, under the joint signature of the other
nine Nobel Laureates, including Dr. Hideki Yukawa, was released
as & call to the whole world.

The Manifesto faced and gave a warning against the actuval
peril arising as a result of the development of nuclear weapons
confronting mankind with the possibility of annihilation in the
event of their possible use. It appealed to the scientists of
the world, irrespective of differences of political thinking,
creed, nationality, socio-sconomic gystem etc., to asszemble in
conference to deliberate how to overcome this peril; +to adopt
a resolution to urge the governmenta of the world to realize
that their purpose cannot be furthered by a world war, and to
recommend them to settle all matters of dispute by peaéeful means,
and aimultamecua}y to initiate a signature campaign subscribing
to this resolution among scientists and the general public all
over the world. A

The Manifesteo, from the gtandpoint of "human-beings,
menbers of the species Man, whose continued existence is in
doubt", emphasizes the spescial responsibility of scientista
because they do know most about the formidable dangers of
nuclear warfare and conseguently they should endsavour more
strenvously than anyone else to bring about the complete
abolition of nuclear weapons. Indeed, the Manifesto ushered
in the Meeting of Scientists at Pugwash in 19%7, where
distinguished sgcientiste from various countries of the world,

including Drs. H. Yukaws and S. Tomonaga, assembled and adopted



e statement in line with the spirit of the Russell-Einstein
Manifesto.

During the past twenty-five years, confronted with public
opinion and movements of the peoples of the world including
scientists it is fortunate that no nuclear weapon hag been used
in actual warfare. Nevertheless, the possible danger of the
actual use of nuclear weapons is growing stronger because of
the fact that the theory of nﬁclear deterrence has lost its
validity due to the recent developments of nuclear weapons
systems, although it served as the pretext for maintaining
nuclear weapons in the past,

The Final Document unanimously approved at the Special
Session for Disarmament of the General Assembly of the United
Nations held two years ago clearly stated that "Mankind today
is confronted with an unprecedented threat of self-extinction®
because of the accumulation of nuclear weapons. '

The pressing situation in which we now find ourselves
proves that the aim of the Manifesto, which recommended that
every government "find peaceful means for the settlement of
all matters of disputé between them" has even grester signifi-
cance than when it was issued.

The Becience Council of Japan, at the time of its ineugura-
tion in 1949, declared its firm determination both within Japan
and overseas that 1t would exert itself to make sclence provid
the bagis for a cultural nation and for world peace, indicating
the attitude of self-reflection of Japanese scientists over the
pagt,. Since then, particularly since the H-bomb tests at the
Bikini Atoll in 1954, the Council has ceaselessly expressed
serious concern for the complete abolition of nuclear weapons,
and time and again has issued many recommendations, statements
and appeals against testing, production, stockpiling and use
of nuclear weapons. It was only natural then, thet the Council

stood fifmly behind the aims of the Russell-EBinstein Manifssto,

end adopted a resolution to give full support to the



of the Scientiste Meeting at Pugwash.

As this year marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Russell-Einstein Manifesto, the Council, recalling its consisitent
stand in support of nuclear dissrmement through all these years,
hereby re-confirms the spirit and significance of the Manifesto
and simultaneouely resolves to make even greater efforts to
carry out the speciel responsibility of scieuntists to attain
the most earnest aspiration of humani%y for the gtill unrealized
total abolition of nuclear weapons.

We therefore call upon all scientiste and scientific

ganizationg bothin Japan and overseas to support this Statement
of our Council and to collaborate with us in the pursuit of these

aims.
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