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To: National Members of ICSU ‘ 1 June 1973
Deaf Colleague,

The international Magnetospheric Study, 1976—78

As planning for the cooperative solar-terrestrial
programme for 1976-78,known as the International
Magnetospheric Study(IMS),is now progressing to the point
Where some ﬁreliminary trials of the scheme for coordinating
satellite and ground-based,balloon and rocket observations
will be made within the next year of so,] should like to
emphasize the following points,raised by Resolufion No. 5 of
the ICSU 14 General Assembly. ’

The IMS is an importént and complex programme which may
require a higher degree of coordination among investigators
all over the world than any previous cooperative programmes,
Iike the IGY,IQSY,and more recent solar-terrestrial physies
programmes, The voluntary participation of every country
in which solar—-terrestrial research activities are going
on will be most helpful, The National Members of ICSU can
contribﬁte to the success of the IMS by such steps as
deciding to adhere to the ICSU Special Committee (former
Inter-Union Commission) on Solar-Terrestrial physics,by
establishing national committees for IMS to help coordinate
national efforts with the Special Committee,or by assigning
this task to an existing STP or other appropriate national
committee,and by offering or helping to obtain adequate
support for IMS-related programmes planned by investigators
in each country.



ICSU once again invites those National Members not

yet involved to become artive participants.

Yours sincerely,

J . COULOMB
president of ICSU
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