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Distinguished Guests, Fellow Researchers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As representative of Science Council of Japan, it is indeed a
great honor to deliver an address at the opening ceremony of the
5th International Congress of International Association of
Societies of Design Research in the presence of His Imperial
Highness, The Crown Prince.

Science Council of Japan is an organization representing the
entire Japanese scientific community covering researchers from
the humanities, social sciences, natural sciences and engineering.
Our primary purpose is to develop and improve scientific studies



to ensure that science is reflected in and permeates the
government, industries, and people’s lives.

With a view to promoting international exchange in science,
since its establishment in 1949, Science Council of Japan has
deepened its bonds with domestic and foreign research
Institutions by hosting international conferences in Japan and
dispatching researchers to conferences held abroad.

This year, the Japanese Society for the Science of Design is
celebrating its sixtieth anniversary.

It is much pleasure that we co-host this International Congress
with the Japanese Society for the Science of Design and the Japan
Society of Kansei Engineering, and find an opportunity to listen
to lectures and presentations on the results of the most advanced
research by participants from all over the world.

The science of design addresses all the elements related to the
improvement of the quality of human life, such as products,
environment, and services, as research subjects. It is a system of
learning that combines knowledge from many academic
disciplines in the fields of humanities, social sciences, and natural
sciences, such as history, philosophy, psychology, physiology,
informatics, and engineering, in a cross-sectional manner.

In particular, through studies related to complex fields of
expertise, including kansei engineering, service engineering,
cognitive science, ergonomics, and human life science, it
contributes to the design of products and services that support
people’s lives in multiple ways.

The main theme of this Congress is “Consilience and
Innovation in Design.” | am personally interested in how this
conceptual theme is discussed in the Congress in a concrete
manner.

Given the rapid progression toward a mature society, it can be
said that expectations to the science of design will be even higher



in the future.

| am looking forward to hearing tremendous results from
various countries around the world at this congress.

| hope this congress will advance basic research in designing
and kansei engineering, and contribute to nurture researchers who
will lead the next generation of the fields.

In addition, I am also delighted as a co-organizer that this
congress will be an occasion for society to deepen the knowledge
and understanding of the science of design through general public
forum.

Before | close my address, | sincerely wish the 5th
International Congress of International Association of Societies of
Design Research will have a great success. And | hope that all
participants will have an enjoyable and memorable stay in Tokyo
and gain a deeper understanding of Japanese culture.

Thank you for your attention.
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