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Your Imperial Highnesses, Prince and Princess
Akishino, Dr. Hitoshi Hara, Chairman of the
Preparation Committee of the Asia-Pacific
Regional Conference 2013, Professor Kaoru
Kamata, President of Waseda University, Professor
Vianne Timmons, President of IASSIDD,
distinguished guests, fellow researchers, ladies and
gentlemen,

It is a great honor for me to extend greetings on
behalf of Science Council of Japan at this opening
ceremony of the third IASSIDD, International
Association for the Scientific Study of Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities, Asia-Pacific
Regional Conference 2013 in the presence of Their

Imperial Highnesses, Prince and Princess
Akishino.

Science Council of Japan is the science academy



in Japan which represents all scientific fields
covering humanities, social sciences, life sciences,
natural sciences and engineering. Our main
purpose 1s to fulfill social responsibilities of the
Japanese scientists’ community through
development of science and technology. After the
experience of the Great East Japan Earthquake in
March, 2011, scientists in Japan understand more
strongly the necessity to make use of sciences for
building safer, more sustainable and more
comfortable society.

Another aspect of activities of Science Council of
Japan 1s 1ts iInternational exchange. Since its
establishment in 1949, Science Council of Japan
has constantly promoted international exchange
programs 1n the field of science through its
cooperation with academic research organizations
around the world.

As part of this, we have hosted number of
international conferences held in dJapan, and
dispatched Japanese scientists to conferences held
abroad.

This 1s the second occasion to host events with
the Japanese Association for the Study of
Developmental Disabilities (JASDD) following the
16th Asian Conference on Mental Retardation held
in Tsukuba city, Ibaraki Prefecture in 2003.

We are very pleased to host this international



conference and welcome participants from over 30
countries and regions.

We are happy to find an opportunity to listen to
lectures and presentations on the newest results in
intellectual and  developmental  disabilities
research.

I have heard that the conference will feature
over 300 presentations under the theme of
“Multiformity and Diversity: Combining Individual
Care and Community-Based Support,” I am
looking forward to hearing the tremendous
research results.

I hope that there will be intense discussions
among researchers and clinicians crossing national
and regional boundaries concerning the support for
children and adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.

I am also delighted as a co-organizer that this
conference will be an occasion for the society to
understand the problems to tackle with related to
the developmental disabilities through the general
public forum.

Before closing my welcome address, I would like
to express my wish for the great success of the
third IASSIDD Asia-Pacific Regional Conference
2013.

In addition, I hope that you have an enjoyable
and memorable stay in summer, in Tokyo,



hopefully doing a better understanding of Japanese
society and culture.

Thank you for your attention.
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