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The Noto Peninsula earthquake on New Year's Day 2024 occurred in a region characterized by
mountainous areas with declining birthrates and aging populations. This highlighted various
challenges, including delays in rescue operations and prolonged recovery efforts. Furthermore,
torrential rains struck the same region in September, compounding the damage to areas still in
the midst of recovery. In the event of a major earthquake, which is highly likely to occur in the
near future, there is a significant risk that similar or worse phenomena will occur over a wider
area and in a more severe manner. Furthermore, the progression of global warming increases the

risk of severe flooding and landslides associated with typhoons and torrential rains occurring
even in areas where such events were not previously anticipated.
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In Japan, alongside aging infrastructure, declining birthrates, aging populations, and depopulation
are progressing in regional cities and mountainous areas outside major metropolitan areas. This
has led to a situation where there are insufficient personnel to handle disaster prevention and
response, making adequate measures difficult to implement.

This opinion defines disasters affecting wide—area regions, including depopulated areas, that are
expected to occur in the near future due to massive earthquakes, strong typhoons, and torrential
rains as “wide—area regional disasters.” It organizes the challenges faced during the Noto
Peninsula Earthquake and torrential rain disasters and proposes concrete, minimum preparations
for wide—area regional disasters, taking into account the May 2025 revisions to the Basic Act on
Disaster Management and other relevant laws.
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