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Current Administration

e Urban KAN aims to contribute to the transition
toward sustainable urban futures where cities are
more livable, equitable and resilient through
transdisciplinary collaboration and solutions-oriented
research.

o Co-chairs:
o Prof. Siir Kilkis, The Scientific and

Te_t_:hr_lological Research Council of Turkey
(TUBITAK)

o Prof. Kensuke Fukushi, Institute for
Future Initiatives, The University of Tokyo

o Steering Committee: 16 members | Advisory: 19 members

Contact:
urban@futureearth.org


https://futureearth.org/networks/global-research-networks/urban/
https://futureearth.org/networks/global-research-networks/urban/

Recent Activities - 1

The Urban Knowledge Action Network (Urban KAN) brings together a dynamic community advancing cutting-edge research and
shaping global climate and urban sustainability agendas.

In 2024, several members of the Scientific and Engagement Committee, including Xuemei Bai, Siir Kilkis, and Seth Schultz, were
selected to participate in the IPCC Cities Special Report Scoping Meeting in Riga, Latvia.

Bai and Kilkis were later appointed as authors of the forthcoming IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Cities, highlighting
the’Urban KAN’s significant contributions to global sciencepolicy processes.



Recent Activities - 2

The Urban KAN planned a series of webinars in 2024 to
address a broad range of themes, including urban
transitions and urban heat-related challenges.

In October 2025, in collaboration with Future Earth Taipei
and the Center for Sustainability Science at Academia
Sinica, the Urban KAN successfully organized the first
webinar in this series. The event featured speakers from
both within and beyond the Urban KAN network, who
shared insights and perspectives on knowledge and
action in the context of the IPCC’s Special Report.

The webinar attracted over 60 participants and concluded
with a highly engaging and constructive discussion.



Recent Activities - 3

In October 2025, the Urban KAN Joint research paper
"Reimagining Urban Science: A Global Research Agenda
for Sustainable and Just Cities" was published in Global
Sustainability Journal.

This ambitious research agenda is the result of a
comprehensive horizon-scanning process led by the
Urban KAN Steering Committee. It brought together a
diverse range of views from researchers, practitioners,
and policymakers from various disciplines and
geographies.

Since its inception, Urban KAN has grown to more than
460 members worldwide, connecting researchers and
innovators across Future Earth’s global networks. This
new research agenda represents a significant milestone,
effectively aligning urban science with the most urgent
sustainability challenges of our time and setting the stage
for transformative collaborations in the years to come.
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Recent Activities - 4

During the past year of 2024, members of Urban KAN
have contributed to the 10 New Insights in Climate
Science, which is a research program gathering leading
scholars from around the world to review the most
pressing findings in climate change research.

For the year 2024, a peer-reviewed scientific article was
published recently in One Earth, highlighting ten major
climate science developments during 2023 that carry
urgent implications for global policy.

Urban KAN Steering Committee and Advisory Group
members have specifically contributed to Insight 7:
Critical infrastructure: vulnerability of interconnected
systems and Insight 8: Climate-resilient development in
cities of the report paper.



Recent Activities - 5

Throughout 2025, the Urban KAN has also
supported and endorsed several research groups
in taking part in the application for the ESA-
Future Earth Joint Program. The program
funding supports links by bringing Future Earth
scientists to meetings and trainings organised by
ESA, to promote the potential of Earth
observation data to new communities and
develop links with the GRPs and KANs.

Urban KAN has helped researchers around the
world such as Dr. Beyan Ahmed from Ethiopia
and Dr. Anabella Ferral from Argentina in
acquiring the support they need while keeping
track of the latest research progress with the
teams.



/
THANK YOU

Join Our Network:
https://members.futureearth.org/

Visit our webpage:

Contact: urban@futureearth.org



https://members.futureearth.org/
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