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EARTH OBSERVATION SUMMIT

Improved coordination of strategies and systems for observations of
the Earth and identification of measures to minimize data gaps, with a
view to moving toward a comprehensive, coordinated, and sustained
Earth observation system or systems;

Washington, DC, July 31, 2003

We acknowledge with appreciation the work of the ad hoc Group on
Earth Observations thus far to begin to develop a 10-Year
Implementation Plan, based on user requirements and building on
existing systems, for a comprehensive, coordinated, and sustained
Earth observation system of systems.

Tokyo, April 25, 2004

Endorse the 10-Year Implementation Plan as the basis for its further
development and for establishing a Global Earth Observation System
of Systems (GEOSS) to fulfill user requirements among various socio-
economic benefit areas;

Brussels, February 16, 2005
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...System of systems...

The Earth observing systems that participate in
GEQOSS retain their existing mandates and
governance arrangements, supplemented by
their involvement in GEOSS.

Through GEOSS, they will share observations
and products with the system as a whole and
take such steps as are necessary to ensure
that the shared observations and products are
accessible, comparable, and understandable,
by supporting common standards and
adaptation to user needs.

GEOSS thus makes it possible to combine
Information from currently unconnected
sources, in order to obtain a view that is
sufficiently comprehensive to meet user needs.

GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan:
Reference Document, 2004
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