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Elsevier i offer contr open and fair

pricing for scientific publications

Following several months of intensive negotiations, academic publisher Elsevier has submitted
an initial offer for a nationwide licence for access to scientific publications to the Alliance of
Science Organisations in Germany. In the opinion of the Alliance, this offer does not comply
with the principles of open access and fair pricing.

Despite its current profit margin of 40 percent, the publisher is still intent on pursuing price
increases that are higher than the licence fees paid until now. The publisher rejects more
transparent business models that are based on the publication service and would make
publications more openly accessible.

“Elsevier is trying to exploit its dominant market position and has threatened all scientific
institutions whose contracts expire at the end of 2016 that it will disable their access to its
services,” says Prof. Horst Hippler, President of the German Rectors’ Conference (HRK).

The Alliance of Science Organisations in Germany rejects Elsevier’s offer. It calls on the

publisher to submit a transparent and sustainable offer and to resume negotiations. The

Alliance goes on to say that the reputation of the publisher is largely based on the mostly
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PLOS Biology, Medicine
elife

D (Dgﬁﬁ 20,000 + © Nature (presumed APC)
Wiley Cancer Medicine
APS, Phys. Review X
Frontiers in Microbiology, Type A article
5,000 PLOS Genetic:
B, B Ope
Average subscription. 2 | Hindawi, Biomed Research International
I O Nature communications ACS Omega
(3,800 € - 5,000 €) ° BMC, Psychiatry

Frontiers in Medicine, Type A article

The Optical Society, Optics Express (up to 7 p., CC-BY)
MPDI, Sensors, Journal of Molecular Sciences
Elsevler, Phys. fett. B via SCOAP3

New Jourmal of Physi

2,000 €: assumed @ APC 2,000

1,370 €: average APC  ———— ¢ PLOS ONE
according to OPEN APC Nature, Sientiic Reports
1,000 MDPI Energie:
) Soringen, JHEP via SCOAP3
. Hindawi, Archaea
O Frontiers average APC Oford Journals, Nuclec Acids Research, for members
SCOAPS average effective cost per articl
© RSC Advances
500
© SAGE Open
Annales geophysicae, 10 pages article
@ Mo plants, Biosensors, Agricuture
ACP, 10 pages article
200
Typical expenses per publication
50 +Q for repositories, approx. 8 € - 50 €
N Eg. arXiv, bioRxiv, CERN Document Server,
I  Europe PubMed central, Research Papers in Economics,
- Smithsonian/NASA Astrophysics Database
£, MOP! Mathematice. Informati Courtesy of Max Planck 30
g8, athematics, Informatics; . A
2ero APC | \jirdawi, Advances in High Energy Physics Digital Library
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