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Japan: social sciences and humanities at
national universities

In a notice issued this June by the Minister of Higher
Education in Japan, the 86 national universities were
asked to revise their organisations in a view to draw up
restructuring plans so that they could better serve
society’s needs, and this included a call to abolish or
convert social science and humanities entities. In July,
the Executive Board of the Science Council of Japan
(SCJ), an ICSU National Member, objected to this
particular measure in its statement “On the future
direction of the university: in relation to the
departments/graduate schools of teacher training and
humanities and social sciences.” This resulted in a
dialogue and it was therefore proposed that K Inose, in
her capacity as Vice-President of SCJ, would notify
CFRS it further developments would warrant support.
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