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Note Concerning the Scientific Assembly in Moscow

COSPAR is an interdisciplinary body of the International Council for



Science (ICSU). As such the Committee is required to conduct all its
activities in accordance with the ICSU Principle of Universal ity of Science
which states “the free and responsible practice of science is fundamental
to scientific advancement and human and environmental well-being. Such
practice, in all its aspects, requires freedom of movement, association,
expression and communication for scientists, as well as equitable access
to data, information, and other resources for research.” Hence, the COSPAR
charter states that the Committee’ s objectives are to promote on an
international level scientific research in space, with emphasis on the
exchange of results, information and opinions, and to provide a forum, open
toall scientists, for the discussion of problems that may affect scientific

space research.

Indeed, COSPAR was founded almost 60 years ago during a period of great
international tension in order to bridge the scientific gulf between
researchers in the field of space research. By strictly adhering to ICSU
principles and its apolitical character, COSPAR has successfully promoted
international collaboration in space research for many years irrespective

of any political considerations

In accordance with ICSU regulations and its by-laws, COSPAR encourages:

- al |l concerned space scientists to contribute, according to their personal

convictions, to the promotion of international cooperation and the



Universality of Science by participating in the 40th Scientific Assembly,
—-callson therelevant authorities inall countries, following ICSU policy,
to facilitate the visa process for bona fide scientists to enable them to
attend this and other scientific meetings, and to refrain from taking
measures that create obstacles to the holding of international scientific

meetings.



