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Before we talk about institutions… 
…we should ask why do organizations do risk or policy 
analysis? 
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We should also note: 
Analysis for a 
policy maker 
who must 
make a 
decision now 

Research and 
policy analysis 
on a general 
problem in 
S&T-policy 

Government science advisors, 
individual external advisors & 
in-house analysis groups. 

Science advisory committees, 
government and quasi-
government analysis groups, 
some think tanks and consulting 
firms, some academic groups. 

Some academic groups and 
think tanks, some national labs. 
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The US has many institutions: 
Non-profit think tanks 
NGOs 
For profit consulting firms 
Private corporations 
NAS/NRC complex 
Government 

Federal 
Executive Branch 
Legislative Branch 

State and Local 
University programs 

 4 



Non-profit think tanks 
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Non-profit think tanks - FFRDCs 

6 



FFRDCs…(Cont.) 
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NGOs 
While there are NGO’s focused on many different issues, in the 
US, those with an energy and environmental focus have been 
the most active in performing serious analysis. 
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Private corporations and for 
profit consulting firms 
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Firms often do or commission 
this kind of analysis for their 
own internal decision making. 

Firms often do or commission 
this kind of analysis for use in 
public policy debates. 
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