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http://globalyoungacademy. org/index. php/new/192-press—release—from—the-gya—gener

al—assembly—-2011

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Global Young Academy helps in the recovery from current global crises

The Global Young Academy (GY A) notes the extraordinary events unfolding across North
Affrica and the Middle East, and in Japan. We express our hopes for rapid improvements in
these unique crises. As the voice of voung scientists around the world, and supported by the
world’s national scientific academies, we are uniquely positioned to help researchers in
affected areas, We will act immediately and decisively in the following ways.

First, we will coordinate visiting positions for young researchers, including students and more
established scientists, at host institutions represented within the Global Young Academy.
These actions will restore a measure of stability for researchers and students during this time
of upheaval and provide opportunities for those affected to share their experiences.

Second, rapidly unfolding events in Japan and across North Africa and the Middle East have
obscured critical scientific information that could help communities respond and recover.
Using the diversity of research expertise within the Global Young Academy. we will identify
key sources of reliable scientific information so researchers in affected communities can more
effectively offer advice to citizens and their communities based on the best scientific evidence
available.

Third. the Global Young Academy recognizes that revolutionary changes bring peril but also
opportunity. To support colleagues and expand links with emerging democracies, we will
hold our second General Assembly at the Library of Alexandria, Egypt in early 2012.

Science is integral to society. There is no doubt that Japan’s outstanding preparation for an
otherwise unpredictable event saved many lives, Looking ahead, we will continue to find
ways to overcome each of these challenges. The Global Young Academy offers our scientific
colleagues and their communities our full and lasting support.

-Unanimously supported by the General Assembly of the Global Young Academy

Greg Weiss, Professor at UC Irvine and GY A Co-Chair, adds: "The GY A extends its deepest
sympathies to the Japanese people sulfering through a triple disaster. We'd like to reach out
directly to the affected young scientists by helping to link them to other young scientists who
could offer them openings for sabbaticals abroad. Together, we can minimize the impact of
this devastating tragedy on the delicate careers of young scientists,"

Berlin, March 22. 2011

About us: Formed in 2010 with the encouragement of the world’s scientific ascademies and the
support of the IAP: global network of science academies. the Global Young Academy (GYA)
provides a forum lor early carcer scientists from more than 50 countries and every region.
These research leaders are selected for membership competitively. and include young
scientists around the age of 35 from all magor scientific disciplines. The GY A seeks to address
issues of practical importance to young scientists and to find constructive ways to integrate
evidence-based approaches into topical debates in society, The GYA is oriented toward
developing practical contributions as well as advancing scientific advice.

Contact persons:

Gregory Weiss (USA): gweiss@ uci.edu, 001-949-824-5566

Bernard Slippers (South Africa): bernard slippers@ fabi.up.ac.za, 0027-83-6438560
Shoji Komai (Japan): skomai@bs.naistjp or Komai-ns@ umin.ac.jp, +81 743 72 5418
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Empowering Young Scientists

THE VANCOUVER OLYMPICS REVEAL STARK DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE WORLDS OF SPORTS
and science. In both, young people from around the world try 10 surpass all previous accam-
plishments in pursuit of world records or scientific discoverios. Selectod entirely on merit,
athletes receive honor just for participating in the games, spurring the next generaticon of
young people in each nation to excel. And as star athbetes age. they often support theer sport
iz other ways, serving as -dmcala: mentors, ar cosches. In conlrast, m oo muany nations,
the selection and s in science mvolve copsiderations other than merit
Senioe scienmisty m‘w; umsl of the resources available for scieatific research, and young
scentists rrely receive societal recognition for their work, This situation is growing woese
as life expectancies and retiretnent ages incrcase, along with he average age for atainig
scventific dependence.® thaps 8 (e Conseyuence. saence 15 typacally ot 8 top career
chaice. How many 7 d the world thereby go
unrecognized their talenrs allowed o wither awuy mmpped" ln an
attempt 1o reverse such tremds, t young |

mavernent bas begun across the globe, and a new international group
has recently been established to promote thas cause.

A workd that incrucingl) faces global challenges sach as climate

I L resource exploitation, and public bealth disparitics must
tmblllnnll of its talenis, regardbess of age, gender, or country of res-
idence. [n the interests of scintific and resource sustamability, such
a wordd also should encourage the views and approuches of its best
young scientists, who often tackle h problems in less
tional ways than do their older, more established peeTs,

Mare than 100 young scientists from 40 countries bave now cre-
ated an organization called the Global Young Academy (GYA) (www,
globalyoungacadeny oeg), with the encouragement and suppost of
seniar scientists through the Inter Acadery Paned for International Issaes (IAP).** The GYA
will unize talented young scientists from arourid the world: these wround the age of 35 wha
are inated by semior Lists in thear own natioas as likely future leaders. Membesship,
capped at 200, will be highly competitive, mwolving intemaational peer review of nomina-
tans froom astional acaderaes and smilar argamzations. Membership is lemporasy (4 yeass),
to prevent the arganization from becoming an “old academy.™

Thes effart is modelad oo the formation of national young academics, only a few of which
have been establishod so far, Die Junge Axadense was the fiest, founded i Germany 10 years
ago by the Berlim-Brandenhurg Academy of Sciences and Humanities and the Leopoldina
Sirmlar pcadesnies have beew established in the Netherlunds by the Royal Netberlaxds Acad-
emy of Aris and Sciences and in Sadan by the Swdan Acadermy of Sciences. They encourage
and empower their members 1o eogage in interdisciplinary research, commumicate science
10 society, and pravide advice on naboaal scieace policies, especally those affecting young
sedentists, The GYA will help establish national youny academies and pravide a foram for
young scienlists in countoes withoul such organzations.

Support for the GYA concept by the TAP and the Workl Foooomse Farum began in 2008
and led to the first plasning mesting in February 2010 in Berlin, Gernsny. The GYA empha-
sizes bringing tgetlver young scientists from developed and developmg countries to expand
research capacity and exchange best practices m science policy and education. This effort
aspires 10 advance communicslions betwesn science and society and to build on the global
spint of the Olympics through productive and frieedly international interactions.

= Timan Briick, Catherine Beawdry, Hans Hilgenkamp,
Nitsara Karoonuthaisiri, Hiba Salah-Eldin Mobamed, Gregory A. Weiss

10 31240000ce JINSTES

O Hobden, Sewrce 319, 391 (Z008).  **The authors o Saundng monbers of e GYA,
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2. Nature News (2011)

Homecoming queen : Nature News hitp:/ /www.nature.com/news/2011/110301 /full /news.2011.126_html

1/3

Published online 1 March 2011 | Nature | doi:10.1038/news.2011.126
News: Q&A

Homecoming queen

Global Young Academy co-chair says the organization can help reintegrate western-

Nioola Jones

The Global Young Academy — a group of exceptional young scientists
from more than 40 countries — celebrates its first anniversary at a
meeting in Berlin on 20—22 March. Nature talks to one of its two
founding co-chairs, 32-year-old chemical engineer Nitsara
Karoonnthaisiri from Thailand, about empowering youth in the
developing world and helping them to reintegrate into their own
cultures after training abroad.

‘Why does the science community need a Global Young
Academy?

‘We have a tradition of well-established acientists coming together.
But I don't think there are many young academies anywhere, The
pioneers are in Germany [the decade-old Die Junge Akademie] and in

the Netherlands [De Jonge Akademie]. co-chair of the Global

Young Academy.

‘Young scientists, around 35 years old, are in their prime: their 2%
creativity hasn't been limited; they haven't been moulded into a Mhuangtong
certain form. They have a lot of energy and they think outxide the

box. Also, if you learn to collaborate when you're young, this becomea

the culture you grow up with — which we hope will help at a time when a0 many problems are
interdisciplinary.

How did it stari?

Around 40 young people, including myself, were invited in 2008 to attend a World Economic
Forum (WEF) meeting in China — that was the first time the Inter-Academy Panel and the WEF
joined up to invite young people. Together we agreed we had power — well, not power, but energy
— so0 we decided we should do something. We eventually founded the academy in 2010.

‘What does the academy do?

‘We have four working groups: science education, aclence and society, early career development,
and interdisciplinary research for regional and global problems. One project we're working on is
recording researchers giving undergraduate lectures on video and sending those out to developing
countries, starting with Pakistan. We also try to encourage the establishment of national young
academies throughout the world: we have helped to found a Nigerian Young Academy and a Thai
Young Scientists Academy, and others are looking at doing this. We got a grant from the
Volkswagen Foundation in Germany last month — more than €200,000 (US$280,000) — which is
a start-up fund for these activities.
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You're also the founding head of the microarray laboratory at Thailand’s National
Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology. Does the acadenty work take up
much of your time?

Now, in this busy time leading up to the annual meeting, I spend 8—10 hours a day on my research
and an extra 3—5 hours on academy stuff. It is a long day.

You pursued your umiversity education in the United Statea, finishing with a PhD
from Stanford University. Why did you decide to come back to Thailand?

I went to the United States because I won a very competitive national Thai scholarship, which
supports the top 20 or s high schoel students to study abroad. But the obligation is to come back
— if you don't come back, then you repay the government.

‘What was it like to come back?

It was a culture shock for me. I had spent 10 years, becoming an adult, elsewhere: I left when I was
16 and came back at 26. I was reluctant to come back, because the United States was my home, I
had friends and some of my family there.

Even the language was hard. Of course I speak Thai fluently, but you never have to write anything
in Thai in the United States. In formal language that was already difficult for me. And I'd learned

all the technical terms in English. Your native tongue comes back quickly, but then you lose your

Engligh too.

How i doing research in Thailand different?

‘When I first came back, everything was slower. Some chemicals took 45 days to get here, when they
come the next day in the United States, There you have so many grants and the scale is huge; you
can do a lot of fundamental research. In Thailand, there's a limited number of grants with limited
budgets, and you have to make it really applicable and relevant. My project now 1s on economically
important black tiger shrimp. I was lucky, because my workplace has such good executives who
care about the well-being of their staff. And I have seen rapid progress in Thailand in the past six
years.

Is readjustment an issue that young academies can help with?

Oh yes. The developing countries really need this, ADVERTISEMENT
because some young scientists there have a really JA'R

good education from Britain or the United States, but ~ —— 7 54

when they return they face a lot of problems. They COMMUNICATIONS

need to help each other out.

Plus, in many countries there is a barrier to young

people speaking up or irying to change things. In the
‘West, you take it for granted that young people can BIOLOGY | CHEMISTRY | PHYSICS | EARTH SCIENCE
have a voice.

The only Nature journal with open access options

‘What is next for you?
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I have been awarded a Marie Curie fellowship to work in the United Kingdom for the next two
years, starting in August, at Queen's University in Belfast. I want to be the link between the
European Union and Thailand.

‘What are the academy's goals for 20117

To create more national young academies. Right now we have close to 150 members, and we are
opening another membership application round this fall. We don't want to have too many: 200 is
about right. And of course there's our first annual meeting. We were going to have it in Egypt: we
had this really beautiful plan to be in Alexandria. But with the unrest there, we had to change the
location to Berlin, so everything has to start from scratch. It has been crazy for the last month or so.
But that's what young people can do.
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The Young Academy Movement

| MAVE DFTEN ARGUED ON THIS MGE THAT SCIENTISTS NEED TO DO MORE THAN SIMPLY ADWWNCE
thesr individual research projects. Mamtaiming exeellence in the global scientific enterprise will
require constant adjustments to policies and programs. [n addition, pmuch more oatreach by
scientists will be needed to make sckence betser understood by the general public and by gon-
emments. Promising progress towurd both of these poals comes froms a movernent that is fong-
ing new organizatins of young schenimsts-—the “young scademses™ —around the warld. A few
weeks 2o, a new mternational otganization, the Global Young Acadeny, held its initial meeting
i Berlin 1o discuss spreading the klea 10 many more {www globalyoungacadenny oo
This effart deserves full support from of all of society,

In 2000, a new type of arganization, Die Junge Akadenyie (the Young Acadeny), was cre-
ated as a pount venture by two Genmnan acadermes. This Young Academy was descnbed os “an
orgamization intended 1o barness the resources of bath academies in
ways that would fertilize redcarch fiehds with new idess and bodsser
career pathways, as well as invigorate older academies by imolving
thse young scientific copmunity in entical policy-relased wode ™ In
2005, a stmilar Yoursg Acadenyy was extablished in the Netherlads
The sucoess of these two experiments has recently inspired six other
nations to ceeate their own Young Academies: Egype, Nigeria, Paki-
stan, Suclun, Thailand, and Ugida: all pations where the tolemance
and ratiorsality inherent to science will be invaluable.

I see tUns exnpowermment of young scienlusts a5 the next slep in a pro-
cess that began i 1993 in New Delhi, when the national academies of
scienoes from moce than 60 nations came together 1o develop a cober-
ent scaentific position on workd population sssues in preparation foe the
msajor 1994 United Nationss International Conference on Population
md Developenent in Casro. This first-ever meenng of the warlds we-
ence acackemies soan created the IimerAcademy Paned (LAP), now a vibrant global netwark of
ware than 100 member scademics {(www.interacademiesnet), The LAP functions as o mutual
support organization for the exasting science acadensies around e world,

But the empowenment of mational scienee academmics with distinguished, well<stablished
menbers can lesve o gap between these infloential onganizations and the young. dynaimic sce-
entests who represent the future in each nation. This is precsely the gap that has been filled by
the Young Academies. each o group of fewer than 200 scientists, tvpially selected by their
natsomal science academses 1o serve ind-yer leadendip robes, Through it connection W a pres-
tigious national sclence academy, cach Young Academy 15 empowered 1o exert natooal lead-
ershp i advancmg scence trough projects that the young scientists themselves determine
These young scaentists can often be more effective than their alder peers in inferactions with
socsety and with palitictms. They also bring new energy to these interactions, with a better gen-
der balanoo due to the advances tat woenen scientists have mude 10 recent decades.

By bringing together outstanding scieatists from many different disciplines, Young Acod-
wxmes catalyze the formsation of multidisesplinary scientithe collaborations thal generale inno-
vatve new discovenies. Participatian m a Young Acadensy also strengthens a nation’s sciemtilio
enterprise by training its next generation of leaders, The work exposes them to important pol-
ley issues winle building metworks of trusted personal relationships that G bridge disciplines
for a lifetime. And by providing a shoricut for outstanding young scientists to exeer national
leadership, Young Acadenses can be haghly effective in recruiting a msation’s most talented stu-
dents to scaentific carcers- - a critical issue for the fisture of every mation.

By fusing the promotion of the langer goals of science with an integrazion of young scien-

1318 into public seevaoe, the Young Acadenty mo 1 s well d 10 drive thw creaton
of the solenant, mtional sovieties that the world so badly needs, — 8ruce Alberts
1051264 eeca 1206450
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