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General Assembly Resolution, 1999

Noting that in the course of the monitoring activities set up following the last General
Assembly, ICSU Press, CODATA, ICSTI, COSTED, and SCFCS* have noted threats to
the free flow of scientific data and information inherent in the developing national and
international legidative framework for intellectual property;

Cdlls on national members to take appropriate steps to ensure that their governments
and legidlators are aware of the needs of research and education when new national and
international laws are being framed in the areas of intellectual property, copyright, and
related rights.

*CODATA = Committee on Data for Science and Technology
ICSTI = International Council for Scientific and Technical Information



COSTED = Committee on Science and Technology in Developing Countries
SCFCS = Standing Committee on Freedom in the Conduct of Science

General Assembly Resolution, 1996

Noting that there may be constraints on the free flow of scientific data and information,
imposed on grounds of national security, confidentiality, commercia value, copyright,
or historical disciplinary practice;

Recommends as a genera policy the fundamental principle of full and open exchange of
data and information for scientific and educational purposes.

General Assembly Resolution, 1988

Noting that:

the success of international co-operative programmes in science depends on an
unprecedented sharing of scientific data and information;

ICSU has a long-standing commitment to the free circulation of scientists and access to
scientific data and information; and

processes of data and information handling and dissemination are rapidly becoming
technically more sophisticated and potentially more expensive for those who provide
and use their services;

Recommends all ICSU members to support the fundamental principle of open exchange
of data and information for scientific purposes by strongly urging public and private
organisations in al countries to facilitate access to scientific information and data
needed to address the research objectives of ICSU programmes; and

Further recommends that the Executive Board establish a mechanism to monitor the
implementation of his principle and take action on problems that may arise.



