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Your Majesties, The Emperor and The Empress

Honored Guests, Fellow Researchers,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure as the representative of Science
Council of Japan, to have this opportunity to welcome all of
you to the opening ceremony of the 11th World Congress of
Biological Psychiatry.

Science Council of Japan is an organization representing a
broad range of scientific communities in Japan in the fields of
humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences and

engineering with its primary purpose of fulfilling social



responsibilities of the Japanese scientists’ community through

development of science and its spread in the society.

The Great East Japan Earthquake in March, 2011, raised a
serious question about the role of science in society.

Science Council of Japan will make more efforts to answer
this question regarding the role of science expected in society,
and to contribute development and promotion of science

toward the future.

Since its establishment in 1949, Science Council of Japan
has constantly promoted international exchange in the field of
science through its cooperation with academic research
organizations around the world. As part of this, we have
hosted number of international conferences held in Japan,
and dispatched Japanese scientists to conferences held

abroad.

We are very pleased to organize this international congress
with the Japanese Society of Biological Psychiatry and

welcome participants from all over the world.



We are happy to find an opportunity to listen to lectures
and presentations on the newest research results in Biological

Psychiatry.

Biological Psychiatry is a fundamental and leading-edge
academic dicipline, which aims to elucidate a complicated
object of human mind, taking the strict method based on
natural sciences.

In this field, nowadays, significant successes have been
achieved by researches which adopt the progress of genetic
analysis method and brain science based on a functional brain

1maging technology.

I am especially looking forward to hearing the tremendous
research results indicating new directions of Biological
Psychiatry under the congress theme “Breakthrough from
brain to mind”.

I hope that there will be intense discussions among the
participants on significant research topics, future perspectives,
and international collaboration.

I am also delighted as a co-organizer that this congress will
be an occasion to share the meaning and importance of this

dicipline with the society through the general public forum.



Before closing my welcome address, I would like to express
my wish for the great success of the 11th World Congress of
Biological Psychiatry. In addition, I hope that you have an
enjoyable and memorable stay inKyoto, an old city of natural
beauty and history, hopefully deepening a better

understanding of Japanese culture.

Thank you for your attention.
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