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Suppression: Hommer and Dance

Chart 13: Suppression vs. Mitigation vs. Do Nothing — early on

Do nothin
7 Mitigation

The Hammer The Dance

Keep R below 1

Proper testing, contact tracing, quarantining, isolating
Public education on hygiene and social distancing
Ban large gatherings

Most restrictions removed

Tighten up when needed

Apply highest cost-benefit social distancing measures

Learn
Cut virus growth
Understand true cases
Recruit personnel
Improve treatments
Get proper testing & tracing
Release healthcare system pressure
Build healthcare capacity & production
Understand cost-benefit of measures

< > >

To day 3-7 weeks Ongoing Source: Tomas Pueyo

https://tomaspueyo.medium.com/coronavirus-the-hammer-and-the-dance-be9337092b56
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Covid has grown gradually less lethal over the pandemic, mainly due to
immunity, but it remains more dangerous than flu on average

Evolution of Covid-19’s infection fatality ratio® in England, relative to seasonal flu
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*Covid IFR calculated using ONS death cert. mentions and ONS infection survey. **IFR for seasonal flu as calculated for New Zealand in BMJ
Source: ONS. Based on prior work by Dan Howdon FT graphic: John Burn-Murdoch / @jburnmurdoch
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Figure courtesy: John Burn-Murdoch, Financial Times 6
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Factors that determine mid- and long-term future
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England

Percentage testing positive for COVID-19
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